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is ſuited to rectify the vicious 


ſubdue the fooliſh Vanity of human Na- 
ture, and promote a meek and humble 


Spirit: But I am ſure, they can have no 
ſuch Influence, while they continue to 
fleep in a Deſk where they have lain 


many Years already. If the divine Grace 


ſhall ſo far attend the Publication of them 
now, as to make them attain theſe happy- 
Ends, my Dat: will be Thankfulnels N 


and. Praiſe. 
While I have W to rms out 
the Pride of the Heart in the various and 
f AZ general | 


Horz chere will be ſomething 
found in theſe Papers, which 


Diſorders of the Mind, to 
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a "PREFACE £ 


= Anprarances of i it, both i in higher 
and lower Life, I have carefully avoided 
the. particular Deſcription of any Perſon 


living, By this Means my Repreſenta- 


tion of true Humility in the moral and 
religious Springs and Advantages of it, 
together with ſome Views of the oppo- 

ſite Vice, may have a more kindly and 
powerful Effect upon every Reader. 
Conviction and Reproof are much better 
received when ſuch Hints only are given, 
as may lead Conſcience in ſecret to ſearch 


out the Criminals, and may teach them 


to ſet their own Folly and Guilt and 
Danger before themſelves. We all like 


to do this Work beſt in Retirement and 


Silence. And I hope my Readers will 
be ſo kind, and ſo juſt both to them- 
ſelves and to me, as to be more. diligent 
in the Diſcovery and Cure of any Weak- 
neſs of their own, than in pointing out 
Cenſure for their Neighbours; though it 
muſt be confeſt there is ſufficient n 
fr it in every Corner of the World. 

Surely if we could but look own 
upon Mankind. RE an all - ſurveying 
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ye Us: cke great Go deth, we ſhould 


derived from it. and diffaſed through 


Tic 


like Deb nor doth the Array. of Fleſh | 


human Societies and perſonal Affairs. 
Had we ſücha View as this, one would 
think every Son and Daughter of Adam 


à Branch or Fibre of it remained to in- 


felt the Earth. Pride was the Ruin of 


Angels: Pride was the Fall of Man: 
Ze. ſhall be as Gods, was the great Temp- 
and the Event is, ui are become 


and Blood which we wear, cover our 
Shame or excuſe our Iniquity. 


God has ſent his Son IE sus into the 


World in the Likeneſs of Man, and in 


all the Forms of Humiliation, that he 


might teach us by his Word and his 
Example to be meek and lowly, and 


ſhew us how to regain the divine Fa- 


vour and Image, 5 "aying the F ounda- 
_ tion. 


fd à dreadful and univerfal'S pread of this 
Vioe of Pride over all the Race of Man, 
and an infinite! Numbet "of -Miſchiels 


ſhonld labour Night and Day to root out 
this curſed and poiſonous: Plant, till not 
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in Spirit, for theirs is the. Kingdom of 
Heaven. And next to his on Son Gop 
has ſet his Servant Paul for our Pattern, 
who calls himſelf, Leſ then the leaſt of 


all the Saints, and perſuades us to be 


Followers of bim, as be is g Gbrifl, 
I have not drawn out at large here the 
particular Rules and Directions for acquir- 
ing theſe lovely Virtues of Cbriſtian Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs, having written ſo 
many Chapters of Advice how to ſubdue 
Pride and Mratl, and ether Vices, in 
my little Treatiſe of the Paffons, and to 
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HUMILITY. 


Repreſented. in the 


Character of St PAUL, &e: 


E PHES. II. 8. 
70 than the leaſt of all Saints. 


INTRODUCTION. 


RIDES O W meanly does this great and 


1 J holy Man, this chiefeſt of tne 


Apoſtles, ſpeak of himſelf? To 
Ver how low a 3 does he ſink 


himſelf and his exalted Vir- 


tues? To how narrow a Com paſs does he re- 


duce all his own natural Talents, his acquired 


Excellencies, and even his divine Qualifica- 
tions? Leſs than the leaſt, inayicorepes: It is 
a Greek Word made on Purpoſe to ſignify: 
the exceeding diminutive Idea he had of 
himſelf, and it is very happily rendered by 
our ur Engliſh Tranſlators. | 
B How 
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10 HUMILITY repreſented - 


F How different is our common Behaviour 
from that of holy Pau]? When we think of 
SELF we are ready to raiſe our Thoughts be- 
yond all Meaſure, and aggrandize our Ideas 
to a vaſt and ſhameful Degree, as though 
we ſtood as fair and as large and as high in 
the Eyes of our Fellow-Worms as we do in 
ourownEyes. Vain Imagination! Wretched 
Self-flattery and fooliſh Pride]! We take the 
- leaſt of Words, the leaſt of Syllables, the 
- Jeaſt of Letters (J) and ſwell 45 amplify it 
(if I may ſo ſpeak) to fill a Page, or to ſpread 
over a whole Leaf, and we ſcarce leave a 
ſcanty Margin for all other Names to ſtand 
in: Nothing leſs than a Volume will con- 
tain or diſplay our Characters and our due 
Praiſes. We ſet ſo many Flouriſhes round 
our own Names, and fill our own Eyes with 
them, that we can ſee nothing elſe. All 
other Names lie concealed and diſappear, 
while our own ingroſſes our Sight and Ad- 
miration. We make every Thing elſe look 
ſo little, as though it were fit only to lie 
neglected and forgotten, while SeLF or I 
ſhould be alone beheld and alone regarded. 
But the great Apoſtle, who had more Ex- 
cellencies and real Honours than a thouſand 
of us put together, gives his Thoughts a 
different Turn; What am I? (fays he) a 
little mean worthleſs Thing, to be intruſted 
with this glorious Goſpel, "and to have ſuch, 


divine F av ours conferred on me? Jam nothing 
that 


* 85 P AU r Charafter. 11 


8 that is grand and exalted, but the leaſt of all 
the Saints, and leſs than the leaſt of them. 
When, O my Soul, when wilt thou learn 


, to copy after ſo illuſtrious an Example, ſo 
1 divine a Pattern of Humility ? | 

N But not to paraphraſe any longer on this 
0 Matter here at large, let us enter into Par- 
0 ticulars. f 

L Perhaps ſome Perſons may expect that 1 
5 ſhould ſpend Time here to diſtinguiſh. and 
* determine exactly what ſort of Opinion and 
d Eſteem we ought to have of our ſelves. Surely 
20 a Man of Letters and Education is not bound 
d to think himſelf as illiterate as a Peaſant, 
= nor a Youth of Ingenuity to fancy himſelf 
1 a Fool: A Perſon of Figure and Quality 
4 muſt not ſuppoſe himſelf in all Reſpects 
n upon a Level with the lower Ranks of 
. Mankind, nor can it be but that a Man of 
+ Senſe and Virtue, gf Religion and Good- 
* neſs, muſt k now himſelf to be of ſuperior 
ö | Worth and Merit to the rude and the wick- 
le ed Multitude. Do not Nature and Reaſon 
5 direct us to judge of Perſons as well as 


Things according to Truth? Nor does the 
5 beſt of Religions forbid us to paſs a true 
and right Judgment concerning ourſelves, 
or concerning our F ellow- Creatures. 
Beſides, it is propet and neceſſary that a 
Man ſhould have in ſome Meaſure a juſt 
Idea of himſelf, that he may every where 
; In his Conduct and Behaviour maintain his 
„ own 


"al He MILITY . repreſented | | 
own Character, and anſwer the Demands of 


his own Station with Juſtice and Honour 


both in the World and in the Church. What 
is it then we are to underſtand by this din- 


niſhing Idea of Self, which was ſo honourable 


in the great Apoſtle, and which is lo WOr- 
thy of our Imitation ? 


- Anſwer, for I allow all that is here propoſed 
by Way of Query or Objection to be. juſt 
and true. I grant it 1s our Duty to know 


in Life. and Religion, and to form a juſt 
Sentiment (as near as we can) of our own 
Qualifications, and our Place and Rank 
amongſt our Fellow-Creatures. But as the 
honourable Example of St Paul directs us, ſo 
the Deſign of my preſent Advice lies here, 


namely, that in paſſing a Judgment concerning 


ö ( an the Side of Self-love au Calle: We 


which is every Moment ready to overrate all 
Appearances of what is valuable in us, and 
forgets to bring our Defects into the Balance 
of the Account. Pride ſpies out thoſe Ex- 
cellencies in us which none elſe can lee, 
while it conceals and leſſens our evil Quali- 
ties, ſo as to reduce them almoſt to nothing. 
By this Means the Judgment that we form 
concerning ourſelves is for the moſt part 


miſtaken and criminal: we hearken to the 
| Prejudices 


- To this Inquiry I ſhall give but a ſhort 


ourſelves, for many valuable Purpoles both 


gur ſelves we ſhould always ſet a f Guard 


ſhould watch againſt the Pride of our Hearts, 


in 8. Pavi's Charafter.. „ 
Prej adices of our Self. love; we view our 1 


W through a magnifying Glafs in the 
Sunſhine, and caſt our Vices into Shade 
and Concealment. 
us theſe falſe Repreſentations of ourſelves, 


this vain Picture which is ſo very unlike. 3H 


the Original: We ſpeak and act and live 
according to this bright and great and miſ- 
taken Idea of ſelf, and thereby we plunge 
ourſelves into many Erteit Iniquities and 
Miſchiefs. 

And eſpecially when we happen to com- 
pare ourſelves with others, our Envy ariſes 
to aſſiſt the Work, and offers its wretched 
and dangerous Aid to help on the Compa- 
rilon1, 
and Imperfections, and-leflen their Charac- 
ter in order to exalt our own. 
Pride on the one Side brightens and aggran- 
dizes our own Image, and on the other 
Side Envy detracts from the Image of our 
Neighbour, ſullies his Virtues and darkens 
his Honours, we act our relative Parts in 
the World in a very irregular Manner, un- 
der the Influence of theſe erroneous Senti- 
ments and Ideas, 

The mean Opinion of Self therefore that by 
the Pattern of the Apoſtle I would recom- 
mend to my own Heart and to all my Friends, 
is this, that in taking a juſt Eſtimate of 
every Thing that relates to ourſelves or to 


our Fellow-Creatures, we ſhould keep a ' 
B 3 T ſtrict 


We carry always about 


We ſoon ſpy out all their Blemiſnes 
Thus while 


+ 7% 7 ha 


Fl 


14 HunitrrTy repreſented 
- ftritt Watch againſt the Dangers of theſe 
. feliſh Paſſions and Prejudices ; and we 
ſhould always make large Allowances for 
thoſe falſe and glaring Colours wherewith 
our Vanity paints and adorns our own Image, 
and for thoſe deceitful Weights which Pride 
is ever flinging into our own Scale, to 
| make our Virtues appear ſolid and weighty , 
and we ſhould make the ſame Allowances 
for thoſe dark and diſgraceful Shades of Vice 
and Folly: which Envy ſpreads over our 
Neighbours Character, and thoſe for Re- 
proaches . wherewith ſhe loads the oppoſite 
Scale while we are weighing the Virtues of 
our Neighbours, in order to make them 
ſeem lighter. = . 

The Bulk of Mankind are ſo generally 
given to err on this Hand, that is, to over- 
value themſelves and depreciate their Neigh- 
bours; and the Number of thoſe who make 


| a Miſtake on the other Side is ſo exceeding 


ſmall, that in propoſing general Directions 
for our Conduct there is ſcarce any Need of 
a Caution or Guard againſt the humble and 
felf-denying Kinds of Miſtake. Then is 
our Opinion concerning ourſelves and our 
Neighbours agreeable to the Rule and Tem- 
per of Chriſtianity, and generally nearer 
the Truth, when we fink our Idea of Self 
rather below what ſeems to us to be our 
Due, and when we raiſe the Idea of our 
Neighbours a little above what appears to 


„Klong 


in S Pav L's Character. 155 


ey, Sr them, for they doubtleſs" have 
ſome Virtues and goo 
to us, and it is certain we HO ſome ſecret 


Failings which do not uſually come within 


our own Notice. But I ſhall touch upon 
this Subject perhaps once again, and there= 


fore I proceed to the general Heads of 15 | 


Diſcourſe. 
Here I ſhall inquire FirP, whence comes 
it to paſs that St Paul forms ſo diminutive 


an Idea of himſelf, and calls himſelf Jes rhan 


the leaſt of all the Saints ? and Secondly, What 
bleſſed Advantages may we obtain by this 
leſſening View of ourſelves in Imitation of 
ſuch an Example? | s 


"HA RAC RAC RAC RAC RAC RA 
SECTION I. 
| The Springs of St Paul's 22 


＋ H E firſt Thing to hs inquired is, Whence 


comes it to paſs that St Paul forms * 
diminutive Ideas of bimſelf? 
I anſwer, 1f, From a conſtant Senſe of bis 


own former Iniquities, and an ever preſent 
| Conſciouſneſs of Sin that dwells in him. You 
may read this Account of himſelf in many 
J am the leaſt 


of his Epiftles. 1 Cor. xv. 9. 
of the Apoſtles, and am. not meet to be called an 


1 885 becauſe I perſecuted the Church of God. 


's © 2 1 Tim. 
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1 Tim. i. 13, 15. I was before a Blaſphemer 
and a Perſecutor and Injurious : and in this 
View 1am the Chief of Sinners. Rom. vii. 
14, 18, 24. J am carnal, ſold under Cin. 
In me, that is, in my Fleſh, dwelleth no good 
Thing: O wretched Man that I am ! Each of 
us are beſt acquainted with ourſelves, and 
know beſt what our own former Sins and 
Follies have been. Some of us perhaps have 
been ſuffered to fall into more criminal Ac- 
tions and ſhameful Iniquities than others : 
but there is not one of us who has not ſinn- 

ed enough to make him lie humble in the 
Duſt, and think meanly of himſelf, if our 
former Iniquities were always kept in View. 
But alas we are much inclined to forget our 
Sins, to caſt them behind our Back, to turn 
our Eyes away from them; it is a painful 
and an uneaſy Sight; while at the ſame Time 
we vainly turn our Eyes to our own fancied 
Excellencies, and with Pleaſure we dwell 
long in the Survey of our own real or-ima- 


gined Qualifications and Virtues : We ag- 


grandize our little worthlefs ſelves into Idols, 
and then we worſhip the vain Image which 
our Pride has made. We pay much Incenſe 
of Self. flattery and Praiſe to the ſwelling and 
exalted Idea of the little worthleſs Name 1 
Og MEN PETS. 7” 
Come, my Soul, come, let the holy Apoſ- 
tle teach thee to ſecure thyſelf againſt the 
Danger and Deceit of this fooliſh Pride: Let 


# 


— 


The Springs „ mn SECT, J. | 


4 * 
Aa . % 0 an e e 


him f 


„ my N8aUA oa WS e aan. | | ii; hd a. 


J». Ee > 


err. 


Sror. I. ; Pau Humility. 7:2: ll 
him inſtruct thee how to "depreſs and keep 
down this riſing Tumor, this fermenting 


ſwelling Thing, Sery. Take a frequent Sur- 
vey of thy former Sins and Follies; look 
into thy Heart, behold the hourly Workings 


of Iniquity there ; what Abatements of thy 
fancied Honour, what Defilements and'Stains 
and inward Shame wilt thou find upon thee? 
Methinks, there is ſomething elegant and 


exalted in the Language of a famous Eng- 
i Poet“, while he is humbling the Vanity 


of human Nature beneath the Brute Crea- 
tures, and even beneath the Things which. 


— 


have neither Senſe nor Life. — 5 


Ter the proud Peacock his oy Firs ſoread, ; 


And conrt the Female to his painted Bed : 
Let Winds and Seas together rage and ſwell, 


This Nature teaches, and*t becomes them well. 
Pride was not made for Man. A conſcious Senſe. 


Of Guilt and Folly and their Conſequence 
Deſtroys the Claim, and to Bebolders tells, 


Here nothing 55 the Shape of Manhood” 
„ 


As if be ſhould ay, Here is not that 
« olorious Thing, that honourable and holy 
« Creature Man, as he was firſt made by 


* the Hands of God, and ſtampt with the- 


* „Divine Image; here is nothing but the 
© mere outward Shape and Figure, Shadow 


* and Appearance of him, diveſted of his. 
= original 
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he — py * _ Sxer; . 
« original Dignities, bereft of his inward 


* and ſuperior Glories.” 


If fuch a Saint as Paul, of the firſt Degree, | 
could call himſelf the Chief of Sinners and 
leſs than the leafs of all the Saints, and would 
frame a new Word for it, becauſe there was 


none ready made in all the copious Language 


eee a 


of the Greeks, which was ſufficiently. dimi- 
nutive to expreſs his humble Thoughts of 
himſelf, what new leſſening Names, what un- 
known Words of Abaſement muſt we form 
to give ourſelves our own true Character, 
who fall ſo far beneath this Apoſtle ? | 
2dly, While the Apoſtle depreſſes himſelf 


ſo much below his fellow-Saints, he not 
only remembers his own Teisenz but be 
ſeems to look upon of 


and this 1s one Way whereby he comes to 


| fink the Idea of his own Character in Compa- 


riſon of theirs. His Goodneſs and his Love 
cover all their Follies a hem as it 
were out of Sight, while he compares him- 
ſelf with them : Charity covers a multitude 
of Sins. He practiſes that great Duty in his 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians, when he calls him- 


ſelf Jeſs than the leaſt of the Saints, which 


he recommends in his Letter to the Chril- 


tians at Rome, Rom. xii. 10. Be kindly of- 


feftioned one to another with brotherly. Love, 


in Honour preferring one another. O when 
ſhall we arrive at this Spirit and learn this 
holy Leſſon of Love ? When ſhall we nk 
5 PN 

* 


. 2 2 
of our fellow Chriſtians and leave their 1 able | 


, moſt 


Ss Pavys V Hemi. mn 


out of our Ideas of them? How ready are 
we'to ſpy out their Blemiſhes, and fix our 
Eye firſt upon Their little Spots and the 
Abatements of their Virtue; and then we 
exalt ourſelves while we forget our own 
Failings, and imagine that we are cent 


and better than all around us. 


Doſt thou not know, O my Soul, more 


of the Vices of thy Nature and of the Sins of 


thy Life, than thou knoweſt of any of thy 
feltow Chriſtians ? Why then ſhould thy Va- 


nity tempt thee to think ſo much better of 
thyſelf than thou doſt of them? One would 


think thy own Guilt and Folhes, which are 


3 ſo well known to thee,. ſhould do more to 


abaſe thee in thy own Eyes, than all thy Suf- 
2 of the Folly and Guilt of thy Neigh- 
Dours ſhould do to fink their Character in 
thy Eſteem. Remember this, that for the 
part it is but a Rumour and Suſpicion) 
of the Sins of thy Brethren that leffens thy; 
Eſteem of them; but thou haſt an inward: 


_ » Conſciouſneſs and Aſſurance of thy own. 


Frailties and thy own Vileneſs, which might 


more powerfully abaſe thy Pride, and teach 


thee to cry out with the Apoſtle, Les thas- 
the leaſt of all the Saints. 


z3aly, 1 might add in the laſt Place; ano- 


ther Spring of his Humility was an abiding - 
Senſe of the infinite Greatneſs and Holineſs of 
1 God, and. the unſearchable Exc and- 
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20 155 Springs of ,\ 1 2 
Glories of bis San Jeſus. This is a Sight which 
ſtains the Glory of all Fleſh, and brings the 
Haughtineſs of Man down to the Duſt. This 
I confeſs does not ſo directly tend to this 
comparative Humility, this abaſing oat 

below his Fellows, but it has a mighty In 
fluence on this Virtue. abſolutely conſidered, 
and therefore I name it. 
The Apoſtle maintains upon his Spirit 5 
grand Ideas of the great God, ibe bleſed and 1 
any Potentate, the King of Kings and Lord of 
' Lords, who. only hath Immortality, dwelling 
in the Light which no Man. can approach, 
whom no Man hath ſeen nor can ſee, io bb 
belongs Honour and Power everlaſting. What 
an Atom, what a Duſt of Being, what a 
dark and diminutive Thing is, Man, under 
the lively Apprehenſion of a. preſent God, 
a God of ſuch Majeſty and Brightneſs ? And 
in the Words following my Text he is ſur- 
veying the Grandeurs of Chriſt, by whom 
Cod created all Things, and the unſearchable 
Riches of his Grace, Eph. iti. 8, g. And how 
mean and little muſt every Sou of Adam ap- 
pear in the Preſence of this Son of Goa? He 
mW looks upon himſelf as poor and contempti- 
dle in the View of ſuch unſearchable Riches 
and Glory. 
A finful and fallen Man, who has been fa- 
voured with ſome Attainments above his 
Neighbours, when he ſtands in the Midſt of 


Soful and xs Men, 2 perhaps appear 
ſomething 


5 2 We % PF — 


"I 3 * 


Ster. I. 


the : Views of Gods, the faireſt and the firft 


CrrrisrT the Son of his Love, ind; the ex- 


preſs: Image of his Glories, he muſt then ; 
think himſelf deſpicably little, and covered 
with Meanneſſes and Diſhonours. So a Worm 


or an Emmet that is a little larger than his 
Brethren, may lift up itſelf among fellow- 


Emmets or fellow- Worms; but The Foot 


of a Man treads it to the Duſt} and it ap- 


pears a worthleſs and unregarded Thing. 


O my Soul, if thou wouldeſt leſſen thy- 


ſelf as a Creature and a Chriſtian ought to 
do, live much in-t 


Sight of God, as /zein 

him that 15 inviſible. When God appears in 
the Glory of his Holineſs, God in the Per- 
ſon of his Son Feſus, in his pre- exiſtent State, 
as St Jobn tells us in Chap. x11. then the Se- 
raphs cover their Faces and their Feet with 


their Wings in his Preſence, and the holy. 


Prophet cries out, Joe is me, for I am undone. 
Jam a Man of unclean Lips; mine Eyes have 
ſeen the King the Lord of Hoſts, Iſai. vi. 2-5: 

Once bave. I ſpaken of myſelf, ſaith Job, to 
maintain my own Honours, yea twice, be · 
fore J had ſeen. God in his. Glory; but new 
mine Eye has ſeen Thee, behold I am vile, I 
will lay my Hand upon my Mouth, I lie down 


in profound Silence, I abbor myſelf, and re. 


pent in Duſt and Aſhes, Job xl. 4, 5. and xlii. 
5, 6. Live much therefore, O my Soul, in 


and. 


SY PavL's Humility. * 
ſomething great and honourable; but when 
he ſets himſelf before a holy God, and before 
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22 Advantages of Humility. Stor. II. 
and the beſt of Beings: Live much in the 
Contemplation of Chriſt his Son, in whom 

' dwells all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, 
and who 1s thefirſt and faireſt Image of the 
Father. Thou canſt never dare to ſwell aad 
exalt thy ſelf, thy little worthleſs ſelf, in the 
Preſence of ſuch Majeſty, in the Eye of 
ſuch adorable and divine Excellencies. 


RERERS REAR RI RR 


TS I ob. es | OR 
The Advantages of HUMILITY in Regard 
e „ 


UT it is Time to proceed to the ſecond 

* general Head of Diſcourſe, namely, hat 
Advantages are to be derived from an Imita- 
on of this Apoſile, this great Example of Hu- 


| * wility? What unknown Profit will ariſe from 
his holy Diminution or Leſſening of Self? 
| - © Surely many and various will be the Bene- 


Fits of ſuch a pious Practice: Some with Re- 
gard to God, ſome with Regard to our Neigh- 
 bours, and others with Regard to ourſelves. 

The firſt Set of Advantages that we ſhall 


Wy derive from this Practice of Humility, are 


e as regard God and Religion, and they 


aig 


( 
f 


While we feel that in and o 
nothing, we ſhall be continually waiting. 


in Regard of Go. 243 

Thi While we are deeply ſenſible of our 
— — and we lie more directly 

woes the Promiſes of Divine Suppl 


ourſelves we are 


upon God for every Bleſſing to be conveyed 
to us according to our Wants: we ſhall ne- 


ver think ourſelves ſufficient for any Work, 


Duty or Difficulty without him, and we 


ſhall live upon him hourly for Light and 1 


Strength, for Grace and Comfort. We are 
not ſufficient of ourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle,. 
to think one Thought as of ourſelves, but our 
Sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. Humility 
and Dependence go together : Thoſe who 


have high Thoughts of themſelves, are not: 


ſo naturally inclined nor eaſily perſuaded to 
truſt in another. 


after God. But David, as a Type of Cbriſt 
in his State of Infirmity and Fleſh, cries- 


out, I am a Vorm and no Man, Pſalm xxii. 


6. And therefore his Heart is ever ruſting. 
in the Lord: So St Paul ever keeps his Hold 
of the Grace of God, and depends on the 
Strength of Chriſt, under a conſtant-and pre- 
vailing Senſe of his own Weaknels, 2 Cor. 


xii. 10. When I am weak, then am I ftrong : 


When 1 feel my own Weakneſs, I am ſtrong 


by a Dependence on the Grace of Chriſt. 


4 weak Chriſtian and an Almighty Saviour 


area ſufficient Match for the moſt formida- ||| | 
ble 3 


Pſalm x. 4. The Wicked. 
through the Pride of bis Heart, will not ſeek- 
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the Buffets of Satan.” 

The rich Goſpel of Grace was only made 
for the Poor and the Humble among the 
Sons and Daughters of Adam. For whom i 13 


all that F amels of Righteouſneſs and Fulneſs 


of Grace treaſured up in Chriſt Feſus, but 
thoſe who are deeply abaſed under a Senſe 
of their own Guilt and Sinfulneſs? It is for 
thoſe who are dying and deſpairing in them- 
ſelves that Jeſus has brought in Hope and 
- Eife.. We can never be Chriftians till we 
are thus humbled and brought to the Foot 
of God to receive all from his Son. 

And remember, O my Soul, it is this 


. Self. Poverty, this Emptineſs and Depen- / 
Wn dence, makes thee a prepared Veſſel for the 


largeſt Communications of Divine Influence 
and Bleſſing. 7eſus the Son of God came 
down from Heaven furniſhed with all Ful- 
WW neſs of heavenly Graces, to beſtow only up- 
= on the Poor and Needy and the depending 


Ereature. He was ſent to feed the Hungry, 


to clothe the Naked, 10 heal the Sirk, to give 
Sight to the Blind, to beſtow Wiſdom upon 
the Ignorant, to preachithe Goſpel to the Poor, 


Wh and to call Sinners to Repentance and Salvation; 


but the Self. Righteous, and the Wile, and 
the exalted haughty Things of this World, 


he hath no Bleſſings for them, for they are“ 


l of themſelves, they do not feel nor ima- 
gine 


„ Lee e f — Sgr. II. 


ble Enemy: y Grace, O Paul, is ſufficient 
For thee againſt the 7. Borns 85 ans F7oſb and © 
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nine re 5 Fang any v Need of his Ri | 
The Doctrines and Benefits of his Goſpel 
are bid from the Wiſe, and the Mighty; and 
the Sons of Pride; but they are revealed to 
Bahes and conferred n the Poor. The 
humble Soul dwells neareſt to the rich Trea- 
ſures of Grace, and the empty Veſſel is beſt | 
prepared to receive the 3 —— 5 
Lions. 

—What is it Then, O my Heart, that mould 
tempt thee. to maintain high Thoughts of 
thyſelf, of thy own Underſtanding, of thy 
own Sufficiency, when it is the ready Way 

to exclude thee from all the Aids of Divine 
Grace. He hath filled the Hungry with goods 
Things, but the Rich be hath ſent empty away: 
God reſifteth the Proud, but giveth more Grace 
to /be Humble. Lake i 3˙1 James iv. 68 1 "TT 


ſy W ben we have low Thoughts of our⸗ 
en our Hearts and Lips will be full of 
Acknowledg ments for the daily F SER | 
Grace and Providence. We ſhall take No- 
tice of every favourable Diſpenſation that 
attend us, every Support and Relief of Di- 
vine Mercy which is communicated to us, 
and ſhall aſcribe all to the free and rich. 
Grace of God. Learn this Language, O 
my Soul, „I was ſinking and drowning, 
and God /et my Feet upon à Rock, and eſta- 
* Wiſhed all my Goings: I was wandring i in 
0 louie and pernicious Ways, running: 
« down 
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26 Advantages of Humility: Sor: I, 
« down to Deſtruction and Death, but the 


* blefſed God ſent his Son from Heaven to 
«ſeek and ſave me, and by the Voice of 
his Goſpel and the ſecret Whiſpers of his 
Spirit, he has directed my Feet into the 
«< Paths of Holineſs and Peace and Life 
_ & Eternal: 1 was fick and God healed me: 


&© was in Trouble and the Lord relieved 
% me: I was inDarknels and he ſhed Light 


% upon my Path: I was in Straits and 


„ his Hand extricated me out of them: I 


Vas on the very Borders of Death and on 
* the Verge of Hell, helpleſs and hopeleſs 


in myſelf, but, Glory be to his holy 


* Name, he has given me Help and Hope 
and Salvation.“ 

Such is the Lankwage of the bleſſed Paul, 
1 Cor. xv. 10, 11. Jam nothing in myſelf, 
and if I appear to be any thing, it is by ihe 
Grace of God I am what I am: "Holy David 
in his Devotions is full of the ſame Humble 
Acknowledgments: 7 was poor and needy, 
but thon haſt been my Helper and my Strength; 
F was ſurrounded with Enemies, thou haſt 
| been my Salvation: This is the Senſe of many 
of his Divine Songs. And who am I, of 


wWbat is my Houſe, that thou haſt brought me 


hitherto? 1 Sam. vii. 18. 
On the other Hand, the Man who is full 
of ſelf is ready to aſſume all the Honour of 
his Sacceſs and his peaceful Circumſtances 


t' his enn Reaſon, to his own Wiſdom, » 
the. 
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the Diligence and Strength of his on right 
Hand, or atleaſt to his own Merit of theſe 
Favours from Heaven. He gives himſelf 
the Praiſe of the Bleſſings that ſurround him: 


And if his Table is ſpread-plentifully from 
the Earth or from the Waters, he aſcribes 


that Plenty to his own Skill; he ſacrifices to 
his own Net, and burns Incenſe to his own Drag, 
as the Prophet expreſſes it in a noble Meta- 
phor, Hab. i. 16. And thus the God of 
Heaven is robbed of his Honours, and the 
Praiſe is given toa Creature which is due ta 
the Creator only: Thus the proud Man 
multiplies his Iniquities, and coinmits Sa- 
crilege and Idolatry at once. „ 
III. Another Advantage of theſe hum- 
bling Thoughts of ourſelves is this, that 
we ſhall bear with more Patience the afflict- 
ing Hand of God upon us, and wait longer ( 
or the Moment of Deliverance without 
murmuring. Theſe ſelf-abaſingSentiments 
under heavy Sorrows will incline us to con- 


teſs, ©* Lord I have deſerved them all ;'* 


and will teach us to Tpeak the Language 


of the Prophet Micah, Chap. vii. 9. 1 will 
bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have 


Vinned againſt him, till he ariſe and plead my 


Cauſe. 1 
When, O my Soul, wilt thou learn this 

holy Behaviour? When wilt thou learn this 

humble Language? If the Lord beſtow no 

temporal Bleſſings upon me, I lie 1 his 
| | | oot 5 
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| N 
Foot; he is not my Debtor, I deſerve no th 


Bleſſing from his Hands: If he take away ur 
Part of my Subſtance and my Wealth, 1“ MW © 
have deſerved to be deprived of it all, for H 


my Unprofitableneſs, for my earthly Mind, nc 

for my Vanity and the Pride of my Heart, ap 

If I have Food and RaimentT will therewith - le 

be content; it is much more than I have de- tu 
ferved. If ] am Sick and in Pain, I would - th 
remember that I am guilty, and he puniſbes V. 
leſs than my Tniquities deſerve. If I am ſtripp-, fe 

ed naked of my earthly Comforts, I reſign th 
them to his Diſpoſal, I_can claim none of ti 
them as my Merit, or as my Property; the 1 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh awvay, and e 
bleſfed be the Name of the Lord: He has done th 
no mere than he has a Right to do with a W 
worthlels Worm, and I lie in the Duſt be- di 
fore him waiting: his good Pleaſure. Sucha fe 
Temper of Mind carries Peace and Serenity g! 
in it, not without ſome Glimpſes of pious . 
Hope and humble Expectation. F wil! lag H 

my Mouth in the Duſt, if ſo be there may be W 
Hope in the Grace of God; which loves to th 
triumph over the Unworthineſs of Creatures. la 
But let us now turn the Tables, and view 0¹ 
the different Temper and Conduct of the g 
Man who has high Thoughts of himſelf. © 
When he is under the afflifting Stroke of W 

mY Heaven, he imagines he has deſerved ſome G 
TW + better Treatment at the Hand of God, and 8. 


tho he dares not ſay this to hig Maker's 


Wer or. II. 


Face, yet the inward Vexation and Rage, 
the Diſquietude and Reſentment of his Heart 
under Afflictions, is ſuch as would vent it- 7 
ſelf in loud Murmurs and Reproaches againſt 
Heaven if it durſt: and becauſe he dares 
not ſuffer his Paſſion and Fury to riſe thus 
ainſt his Creator, he gives it Vent, and 
lets looſe his Impatience againſt every Crea- 
ture that comes in his Way: Hence ariſes 
the impious Fretfulneſs and the tormenting 
Vexation of Spirit that haughty Perſons. 
feel under preſſing Calamities; they throw 
their Fury all around them: their Impa- 
tience under the Hand of God is expreſſed } 
by ' Peeviſhneſs toward Men: they make 
every one that is near them a Witneſs of 
that inward Indignation and Reſentment, - 
which they dare not directly aim at him that 
dwells on high. It is this riſing Vanity, this 
fetmenting and ſwelling Idea of ſelf that 


gives us ten-fold Agony and Smart when 
we are caſt down and 


prefied under the 
Hand of God. When we ſuſtain Evils which 


we cannot remedy, we multiply and encreaſe 


their Load, and ſharpen every Sting of Ca- 
lamity by the Pride and Impatience of our 
own Spirits. God is affronted by us, Men 


grow weary of helping us, we enhance the 
Pain and Anguiſh of every Affliction, and 
we provoke the Hand of a holy and jealous * 
God to kcep us longer under the Weight of 
Sorrow, Sicknels or Diſtreſs, till it has done 
| his 
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his Work and Preſſed down the Haughtinek 


a of our Spirit 


IV. bydimloilüng Thoughtsofourſelve 
we ſhall attain a nearer and greater Confor- 
mity to the Blefled Fe/us the Son of God. 


What is there in all the Character of our dear 
Redeemer greater and more ſurprizing than 
his humble Temper and his humbled Eſtate? = 


The Merit and Honour of his Humility 
and Lowlineſs are aggrandized and bright- 
ened by every glorious and divine Idea that 


enters into his Character. He is the Bright. 
ne of bis Father*s Glory and the expreſs Image 


of his Per ſon; yet he Kumble himſelf to the 


Form ef a Man, and to the Likeneſs of ſinſul 
Hie: He is the Son of God, and one «ith 


tbe Father ; yet he became the Son of Man, 


and wWas born of a poor Virgin of the deſpi- 
cable Country of Galilee; and when he was 
a Man here upon. Earth, how did his meek 
and gentle and condeſcending Behaviour ma- 
nifeſt his ſelf-abaſing Virtues? He emptied 
himſelf of the Splendors which he once pol- 
ſeſſed. Phil. ii. 6, 7. He made himſelf of no Re- 


putation (as the Engliſh Tranſlators have ren- 


dered it) and being found in Faſbion as a Man. 
he behaved like a Liber Cen ture, a Eriend 
and a Brother, .tho* he was really 1 


to Angels and one with God 


way Cod with Us, and * Character was God 


manifeſt 


"Sr er. I 


Divine Religion which we profeſs. 
was any Religion founded in ſo much Hu-“ 
mility as that of the Goſpel : The firſt Prin- 
ciple of it requires that we be ſenſible of our 


rence the Apoſtle makes from ſuch a View 
of our bleſſed Lord: ver. 3, 4,5. Let nothing 
be done through Strife or Vain-Glory, but in 
Loulineſs of Mind let each efteem others better 
than themſelves. Look not every Man on his 
own. Things, that is, with a ſelf- flattering / 
and exalted Survey of them, bz let every 
Man alſo look on the Things of others, paying 
all due Regard totheir real Worth and Digni- 
ty. Let this Mind be in you, which was alſo 
in Chriſt eſus. Indeed there is no Poſſibi- 


lity of leſſening ourſelves comparably to the, 


Selk abaſement of the Son of God; and yet 
the nearer we are like him, the more ſhall 

we. partake of the-Father's Love, and we 
ſhall bein the Way of Divine Advancement, 
in an humble Imitation of the Advancement 
of Chriſt himſelf ; Becauſe he humbled himſelf 
to Death, therefore God bath bighly exalted 
him and given bim a Name above every Name. 


| v. By an humble Opinion of ourſelves, 
and by a lowly Conduct and Behaviour in 
Life we ſhall bring Honour to the Goſpel, 
and become the trueſt Ornaments to the 
Never 


own Guilt and Sinfulneſs, our Danger and 
,, and our utter Inſufficiency te re- 
| lieve 


in N Go” = 1 
manifeſt in the. Fleſh. See what ſort of Infe- / 
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32 | Advantages of Humility Sxer. II. 
lieve ourſelves: and in the Progreſs i it — 


us to derive all the Good which we have and 


hope for from the free Mercy of God thro' 


a Mediator. The firſt Line of that excel. 


lent Sermon which Jeſus the Author of the 
Goſpel preached to his People upon the 
Mountain, is this, Bleſſed are the Poor in 
Sperit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mar v. 3. Bleſſed are thoſe Who have A 
loweſt and meaneſt Thoughts of themſelves, 
for the heavenly Treaſures of Divine Grace 
are particularly offered to them, and they 
are moſt ready to receive them. It is the 


'vety.Deſign of the Goſpel fo ſtain the Glory 


of all Fleſh, and to hide Pride from Man, to 
teach Man that he is nothing, and that he 


has nothing in and of himſelf, that be that 


glorieth may glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. i. 29, 
31. Now the Man that keeps theſe ſelf- 


- abaſing Virtues, and maintains an humbling 


Senſe of his own nothingneſs in himſelf, 
and his univerſal Dependence upon the Grace 


of Chriſt; does acceptable Honour to the 
Goſpel which he profeſſes, and makes it ap- 
pour: in its own proper and n «4, mad 
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Qualification of every Chriſtian, ſo Pot 


and Character of the Goſpel : For what have 
I to boaſt of above my Brother, when we 
are all under the Sentence of common Con- 
demnation before God, all guilty and miſe- 
rable in his Sight, and are all entirely in- 
debted to his free and rich Mercy for eve 

Deer of Excellency or Advantage that 

e poſſeſs? What baſt tbou. O my Soul, 


ths thou haſt not received? why doſt thou 


then glory and look big upon thy Fellows as 
though thou haſt not received it? who is it 


that hath made thee .to differ From — 4 


1 Cor. iv. 7. 

O what a B does it bring upon 
the Goſpel of C when one who takes upon 
him the Chriſtian Name exalts himſelf into 
Conceit and Vanity, and ſwells in his own 


Opinion of himſelf, when he ſets himſelf 


on high above his Brethren, and looks down 
upon them with Haughtineſs and Scorn ? 
Can ſuch a Wretch be a Chriſtian, while 

C he 


As Humility 8 God is a 1 | 


ble Wee of ourſelves in Regard of gur 
Fellow-creatures belong to the Profeſton 


2 


34 Advantages. of Humility Sxor. III. 
he is a Reproach to the Chriſtian Name, 
and has not the firſt Principle of Chriſtiani- 


Ty, has nothing of the Tem Per; or Spirit of 


the Goſpel in him? | 

But ſome of theſe Thoughts has me to 
the ſecond Rank of Advantages which may be 

derived from low and humble Thoughts of our- 


| febves, and theſe are ſuch as regard our Neigh- 
Ded Fllow-creatures. "RE" 1 fi rſt. = | 


| Gy 4s aca 720 1 


K 


. We Aen. 0 Opnioh of's Self, we 


that pay due'Efteem arid Honour to every 


Thiag that is valuable in other Men, and 
not ſcorn and deſpiſe every Body around 
us, as though they were not worthy to be 
named the fame Day with ourſelves: nor 
ſhall we be ſo imperious and haughty in our 
Behaviour even where God has giver ſome 
Degrees of Superiority.” - 8 
Perhaps we plume CR with the plo- 
bours of our Anceſtors; and look down with 
Diſdain upon thoſe whoſe Family is of a 
lower Rank than ours. But a Grain of 
Wiſdom will put us in mind, that the Ho- 


nours of Birth are no certain Evidences of 


Vireue or Merit: There may be ſome high- 
born Animals with ſorry and ſcoundrel Souls; 


and ſome who drew their firſt Breath in 


a Cottage, Strangers to Title and Quality, 


whoſe Eminencies are. re bright and- l 
(0 


2 1 0 VE ˙⅝rg: . ⅛ Q. * 


eee RA We”, 
Add a Grain of Humility, and it will teach 


i- us that all Families were one in Adam the 
of firſt Man, when our Blood ran in his Veins: |} 
* We are all made of one common Earth; 

+ we are but the ſame coarſe Materials, the 

be fame Clay molded up into the Form of 

7- Manz let this dwell upon the Heart, and we 

h- | ſhall not carry it ſo diſdainfully to our Kin, 

of - dred-Clods, nor look down with ſuch Scorn 


upon any of our earthly Brethren, out fel- 
low-Worms, becaufe of thoſe. accidental 
ve Advantages of which we imagine ourſelves 


ry poſſeſſed. 5 \ 1 N mat len 
ad Or perhaps we fall into Company that are 
nd unpoliſhed and unbred, they carry ruſtick 
be Airs about them, while we haye got a few 
or Forms of Behaviour, and, we pu liſh out 
ur Scorn of them to ſhew our Breeding. Fool- 
Ne ih Inſolence and F which 
the Well-bred and Polite are never guilty 
lo- of! But tell me, Man, how lang haſt thou 
ith learnt thy genteel and elegant Behaviour 
a theſe Arts and Forms of boaſted Decency? 
of | Canſt thou not remember the Time when thy 
- Gait, and thy Mien, thy Speech and all thy 
of Airs were almoſt as aukward and uncourh 
Ih- as the very Creature thou derideſt? And 
Is; wouldft thou have been willing to have had 
in thy former Aukwardneſſes made the Ridi- 
ty, cule of the Company ? Couldft thou ſo well 
Ng. bear to have been the Jeſt of the Man above 
dd 36 | C 2 thee, | 
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thee, that thou ſpendeſt thy Jeſts ſo freely 
upon one who is the very Figure of what 
thou haſt been? Haſt thou not Humility, 


| Advantages of Humility. Sect. III. 


nor Prudence, nor Goodneſs enough to 
remember this? 

Or . thou art drefſed finer and art 
Ne the Great : But is this 


ſufficient Reaſon to ſcorn the Poor? Remem- 


ber alſo that he is thy Brother by Nature: 


Naked and caſt out of the Favour of God 


ether with thee : All Sons and Daughters 
bf Adam the great Sinner, all by Nature 


Siara of IPrath, Sirangers to the bleſſed 
| God, Outcaſts of Paradiſe, and averſe to 
all that is holy: And if we behold ourſelves 


in this State, what is there in one little Lump 


of this wretched and polluted Maſs of human 


Nature, that it ſhould exalt itſelF upon any 
little Pretences over the reſt of the Maſs, 
wherein it lay in common Pollution and 


Wretehedneſs? 
Or if we hope that we are called and ſanc- 


| i ' - tified and become the Children of God, who 


was it made the Difference? Was it not 
the free Mercy of God. that called us and 
'wrought the Divine Chinge in us? What is 


there for us to boaſt of? Let us allow thoſe 


who we think are yet uncalled and unchang- 
ed by Grace all the natural Excellencies and 
moral Qualifications that belong to them, 


* not r and darken the Evidences of 
our 


7 
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Szer. HI. Regard of Men. 37 
our own Chriſtianity by a haughty and ſcorn: 
ful Carriage toward our Neighbour s. 
Let us remember yet further, that many 
others are called and renewed and ſanctifed 
as well as we, and perhaps have brighter 
Evidences of their Graces, and bear up the 
Character of the Children of God with more 
Honour than we do: And we ſhould think 
ſo too if our Pride and Conceit would bur 
d ſuffer us to ſee their ſhining Virtues, their 
8 exalted Piety. If we could but maintain 
e fuch Thoughts as theſe, we ſhould not 
d aſſume ſuch haughty Airs, ſuch Inſolence 
0 
8 
P 


4 of Language over our fellow- Worms, that 
are crept out_of the ſame Bed of Meannefs 
and Defilement, and ſome of them perhaps 
BY have a larger Share of Purifying. Grace- 
y than ourſelves. 
Sy Or had I but a due Degree of Self. abaſe- 
d ment, how ſwift and ready ſhould 1 be to” 
ſpy out the Virtues which my Neighbour 
b poſſeſſes, and to pay due Honour to All his 
9 valuable Qualifications; even as the Proud, 
Mt the Envious and the Malicious Spirits, are 
d ready to ſpy out the Blemiſhes of their fel- 
* lows and to expoſe them. | 
1 It is the Voice of the humble Man con- 
3 cerning his poor Neighbour, * Though he 
d may not have ſo much of this World as 
1, God has given to me, yet perhaps he has. 
of ** a larger and fairer Intereſt in the Inheri- 
Ir 3 C3 - s tance 
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" Advantages 7 Humility Ster. Il. 
: & tance on high: he may not have ſuch a 
large Acquaintance with human Sciences - 
* becauſe he has not had the Advantages 
© which I have enjoyed, but perhaps he 
Wt © is richer in Grace, and has laid up a bet- 
t ter Treaſure againſt a Day to come. It 
| « may be he is not ſo much acquainted - 
& with Courts and Palaces, he has little to 
« do with Chariots and Horſes and rich 
« Equipage, but perhaps he is more ac- - 
c quainted with God, oftener at the Gates 
« of Heaven, and nearer akin to the Spirits 
« made perfect, to the Saints and Angels 
eon high.” Thus he prefers his Neigh- 
bour in the Honours of the inviſible World, 
While in all Things viſible he is much ſu- 
perior to him: Thus he fulfils the Advice 
of St Paul to the Philippians, chap. ii. 3. 
and in Lowlineſs of Mind efteems others better 
| than himſelf... 
Such a happy Spirit as this reigning with- 
in us, will utterly forbid us to fall in with 2 
Word of Scandal when it is going current 
round the Room: A wretched but à com- 
monCrime! Humble Souls ever carry about 
them ſuch a conſtant Senſe of their own 


Fg 


J 


Defects and Follies that they dare net help > 
onward the flying Reproach. They find f 

ſo many Errors in Their own Lives that they 

cannot dwell with Delight on the Blemiſhes 


of their fellow-Mortals. An inward Con- 
| | ſciouſneſs 


| ſciouſneſs and Shame bluſhes in their Bofoms, 
B and impoſes Silence upon their Lips: Or 
1 perhaps Compaſſion awakens them to make 
5 , fome Apology for the abſent Sufferer, or to 
ſtrike the Scandal dead with a Word of juſt 


Ser. II, in Regard of Mar, | ; 9 5 


3 r fn i £9 
. If we have a low Opinion of ourſelves, 
dur Eyes will never acquire the difdainful 
Caſt, nor learn the ſcornful Airs of thoſe 
who are full of Self. Our Lips will never 
aſſume the haughty Tone and the inſolent 
2 Language of the proud in Heart. Speak not, 
TT» (ſay they) for Lam preſent : Anſwer not when 
| I give my Opinion: Do what I require, be /t- 
lent and dumb: Do you not | know who it is 
commands you? Go from my Preſence, it ts 
not fit I ſhould be ſeen in your Company, you 
Have neither Dreſs nor Manners fit to appear. 
So the haughty Hypecrites in the Days of 
am holier and better than thou, Iſai. lv. 5. 
Where the Eyes and the Lips have learnt 
theſe diſdainful and imperious Airs, it is ex- 
ceeding hard to unlearn them. A Peacock 
may almoſt as ſoon, be untaught to ſpread 
his gay Feathers, or the Seas and Winds un- 
; taught to ſwell and rore, as a Man full of 
Self to put off his Inſolence, to ſtand upon 
a Level with his Fellows, and to treat thoſe 

about him with Affability and Candour. 
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exalt itſelf, watch againſt every haughty 


ings - of Pride ; for if they gain but a little 
Indulgence and Strength, all the Powers 
of thy Reaſon will not be able to ſubdue 
| — and they will create thee long and 

heavy Toil to gain the Victory after 3 
ſore Vexations of Spirit. Ae N 


n hib Thoughts ef ourſelves 


Kindneſs which our 3 expreſs to- 


wards us, nor ſhall we fcorn the (good Of- 
fices of the meaneſt, though perhaps. we 


| vi | God the Glorious and the Sublime, who 


| _ of his higheſt Angels, looks down 


tle worthleſs Services with a Smile of Ap- 
probation: // there be a willing Mind The 


able to offer; nor are the 9 Mites of a Wi- 


Cer, O my e the Divine Exam- 


Wate 5 0 O my Soul, againſt the firſt ſe. 
eret Motions of Vanity: when thy inward 
Thoughts begin to ſwell and thy Heart to 


Air, againſt the he high Look and the ſcornful 
Tone; watch and ſubdue the earlieſt Work- 


— — 


we ſhall be thankful for every Deſign of 


can receive little or no Advantage by them. 
inhabits Eternity and” dwells above the 


the Heart of every humble Wor- 
— here on Earth, and receives our lit- 


. Gift is accepted according to what the Giver is 


dow neglected or diſdained in the Treaſury 
of our God, 2 Cor. viii. 12. Luke xxi. 2. 


1 | ple, 


B HSR AT hes, 


how Ouch oDc. 2 


—— 
O 


_ 


in "This Reſpect, * made thee to bear ag 
_ own: Image. 


Boe: mnark 3 n 3 


full of Self, receives the Offers of Kindneſs 


from his Inferior. He ſcarce vouchſafes to 


caſt an Eye upon them unleſs it be in Scorn: 
Thus he upbraids his Neighbour with. his 
Poverty: he treats his humble Civilities 


with Contempt, and deſpiſes all his Good 
will: Merit and Modeſty bluſh and fink. 
down. before him, and die under his Frowns. | 


O vile Idea of a haughty Scorner who puts 
Modeſty « to the Bluſh and. lets Merit Wines 


III. The humble Man ho has Jones 
Thoughts of himſelf is_belayed of Men a. 
well as of God, and gains the Favour. of all 
around him. He remembers that it is of one: 
Blood God has made all Nations, and he is 
molded of the ſame Duſt with his Fellows, 


and he thinks rather of thoſe Eſſentials of 


human Nature wherein he lies upon a Level. 


vith the meaneſt Son of Adam, than of thoſe: | 


accidental Differences of Wit or Wealth 
which have raiſed him above ſome. of his: 
Fellows. He knows that: ethers have a. 
Right to ſome Degrees of Love and Eſteem 
as well as himſelf, they have ſome Pretence: 
to Underſtanding and Merit as well as he. 

lf the Poor — the Ignorant aſk him a 

Queſtion, though it be an impertinent one. 
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42: Advantages of "Humility Sor. III. 


enjoys the Eſteem and Love of all. Humi- 


lity carries in it all the fincere Arts of Com- : 
plaifance, and is the ſhorteſt Way to form 
and accompliſt the Man of Breeding. 


— : #3 


5 , 
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hen does not turn ſhort upon them with a 
„ wſmart and furly Speech, nor turn away with 
diſdainful Silence: He makes the Child and 
cke Servant love him by the ſoft and friendly 
Anſwer he gives even to their needleſs Que- 
tries. His Behaviour to his Inferiors has 
4 ſomething in it fo engaging, that there's 
„eee meaneſt Figure of Mankind goes 
it ( from his Prefence without a pleaſing Image 
ot his Goodneſs left upon their Minds. | 
1 When he comes into Company with his 
Esquals, he does not ſeize the Diftator's 
Chair, nor affect to ſnew himſelf in any ſu- 1 
perior Forms. He comes to learn rather | 
1 than to inſtruct, and not only gives others } 
4 leave to ſpeak in their Turn, but he hears 
14 their Opinion with Patience and Pleaſure, 2 
1 and pays due Deference to all the Appear- 1 
WY ances of Reaſon in their Diſcourſe, though 1 
"FF he may ſometimes happen to prefer his own V 
WT Sentiment. He is not fond of ingrofling - i 
5 | the Talk to himſelf, nor of filling up the it 
Hour of Converſation with hearing his own | Þ 
a Diſcourſe, or ſpeaking his own Praiſes: He "1 
1 limits the Motions of his Tongue, he pays ac 
LF to every one the Rights of Society, and he N 
n 
St 
1 
ic 
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Was lence 


— of Diem | 
But a ſwelling haughty Creature his hate- 
ful Thing. —— of Heart and Tongue 
are forbidding Qualities. A proud Loo is 
an Abomination to the Lord, and an abhorred 
Thing amongſt Men, Prov. xvii. 6. Such 
Perſons may be feared, but they are never 
loved: they may have many Cringes and 
Compliments paid to them by their Neigh- 
bours, but they have noRoom in their Eſteem 
no Place in their Heart. Prov. xxiv. g. 4. 
Scorner is an Abomination to Mens he that 
takes this Road to Grandeur widely miſtakes 
his Way, for he often ruins his Intereſt in- 
ſtead of advancing it. And if he ſhould 
happen to arrive at Greatneſs, he leaves be- 
hind him the more virtuous and taſteful” 


| Pleaſures of Friendſhip and Love: If he 
could but hear with what Contempt and 


Hatred he is treated behind his Back, he 
would endure much Anguiſh of Soul with 
inward Shame and laſting Vexation: And 
it is pity. but he ſhould hear it ſometimes, to 


| pans ng at leaſt, if not to cure his Inſolence. 


Flas divine Providence raiſed me to any 
accidental Degrees of Elevation above my 
Neighbours, let my Heart ſeek their Love 


rather than their Fear: Let me find proper 


Seaſons to place myſelf as it were upom a 


Level with them with all due and conde- 


ſcending Decency, and thus let me ſeek 
and obtain the Eſteem and hearty Bene vo- 
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44 Advantages of Humility Ster.III. 
lence of Mankind, and particularly. ef thoſe 
whom Providence has placed beneath me. 
There is an Art pf bearing up one's higheſt , 
Character and Dignity amongſt Men, with; 
out the haughty Airs, the exalted ee 
1 the inſolent Tone of Voice. | 


IV. Low: nnd; humble W e 55 our- 
i feves will teach us to bear the Admonition 
of our Friends with a gentler Temper, and 
receive the Bleſſing with a Return of Thank 
fulneſs: we ſhall ſuſtain the Reproaches of 
our Enemies alſo with a greater Calm of 
Soul, and ſtand the rudeſt Shock of Ca- 
jumny with a more ſteady Patience. 


What is it but the Pride of our Hearts, 


and the great and ſacred Image which we 
frame of ourſelves, that makes us ſo haſty 
to reſent the ſofteſt Admonition of — 4 * 


Our Hearts and Lips ſtand e read 
preſſed to vindicate our whole Con ac. 


and ſometimes we let lo t looſe our Our Fire End * 


Thunder on a ſudden upon thoſe who give 
Us the molt friendly Rebuke. Sgir is our | 
ſhining Idol, and no Man muſt dare to ſup- 

poſe there is any Blemiſh or Spot upon it. 
FT Fans we repay the kindeſt Advice with 
railing, and revile Men for the greateſt 
| Benefit they can beſtow upon us. We form 


Jo innocent and ſo venerable an Idea of our- 
felves, we fancy our beloved Selves to be 
eg] ; wo 


P44 


: * -in-Regard of Men. l 
= ſo wife, ſo unblameable and Nad that 
7 ve cannot*endure to hear or ſuſpect there 
„ are any Failings belonging to us, and we 


80008 . III. 


r refent it as an high Offence when they are 
7 pointed out to us by the gentleſt Hand. We 
8 are jealous of every Thing that oppoſes our 
- Opinion, that cenſures 8 Conduct, or in 

IH the moſt friendly Language - diſcovers our 
_ Miſtakes? Palion and Reſentment are ever 
upon the Watch and ſtand ready to take the 
a Alarm; the Eyes and the Tongue are ſwift 
f - to diſcover the inward Ferment, to-'publiſh- 
f and betray the Pride of the Heart. O that 
. each of us would but honeſtly inquire, I 
| _» this my Pifture? Are theſe the. Phobia of 
wr my Soul? Do-1 ever wear this Aſpect, or a. 
= ſume theſe Airs? But alas! which of us, O 
7 my Friends, is entirely innocent and blame- 
5 leſs here? How few Follies had any of us 
carried into aged Life, if we had not had 
too much Pride and Seit-fattery 2 


7 | k 
Ta and encourage the Admonitions of our Ac- 
- " quaintance, Who faw theſe budding. Foole- 
5 | ries in younger Years? But we were too 


- | rich, or too wie, or too vain to pe 
* prover; and thus our Vices are grown 

| withwus/toſhame our gray Hairs, and are 
- nom too much mingled Wich our * 
| | 


ere be rooted Due <7, 
; nene, we maintain this Thur of Mind 


cannot bear the *ruder - 
Reproaches 


1 
„ 

1 
128 


46. | Advantages of Humility Stor. III. 


Reproaches of the World, nor confine dur- 
ſelves in that dangerous Moment within any 
Bounds of Sobriety or Patience. . 
dle: on a ſudden into undue Rage, we ſwell 
and burn with inward. Indignation, and in- 
dulge our Lips in a wild Revenge: Or ſome- 
times perhaps the Pride of our Souls, mingled: / 
with a particular Conſtitution of Body, ſinks 
under the Aſſaults of Scandal with — 
ful Cowardiſe, and almoſt dies With Abject- 
neſs of Spirit; for Courage is not always an 
Attendant upon Pride: be vain Man is 
not always an Hero. . motor in 
O © unhappy Crearure, that is 1 galled - 
inwardly with every Stroke of the Tongues 
of Men] that vexes and frets its own Peace 
away for want of due Honours from the 
World. All the Comforts and Bleſſings of 
Life are inſipid . or. diſ-reliſhing, all the 
Grandeur of Circumſtances, the Sun-ſhine 
of Heaven and the Gaiety of the Seaſons, 
have no Power to relieve or ſupport us. 
The Soul of Haman, amidft all his Honours. 
of State and his endleſs. Treaſures, is il} 
pining away with inward - Vexation, and 
his Life languiſhes from Day to Day, be- 
cauſe Ae does not riſe uꝑ to * nd 
4 Have a Care, O my Soul, of G 
aſtet this wretched Character: have a Care 
of ſuelling to cba of 


3307: 115 * 5% Pride, 


bas 


the more cal mall! 


rer Il. in Rg, of M.. 49, 
Pride, * render all the 2 
Life taſteleſs for want of ſome little Puacti- 
lio o Honour which the World will not pay 

ther Look upon thyſelf as a weak Mortal, 


23a Creature capable of Miſtake. and Folly z; 


this Thought will keep the Avenues of thy 
Soul ever free and open for the Counſels 


and Warnings. of thy 5 and make a 


kind and faithful Admonition as welcome 
as a Word of vain Applauſe. And even 
when Enemies reproach thee, thou wält be 

ſuſpicious of thyſelf whether thou haſt det 
deſerved the Keproach : thou. wile make a 
freſh Scrutiny into thy own Flea, and in« 
quire there in ſecret, What real Truth may 
99 mingled wit 110 Uk TÞ ingsc Hen: 
and thus thou Wit be powerfully awakened 
to ſubdue every Vice, to abandon every Fol. 
ly that tarniſhes thy — . make! 
e-of the roug Langy x 


chem ever ſhining. | | >, 5 1 n p 
: 63s fy os 8 have ofoureee 


be more unmoved. at the ſictle Accidents of 


Life which may happen to croſs our Hu- | 1 


mour, and we ſhall rather pity than terrify / 
thoſe, who chance to diſpleaſe os where: the 
Wilt was not in ite, What is it that fires our 
Reſentment 


5 34 wy) ' 


48 Advantages of Humility Szev. III. 
Reſentment at every little Miſtake or ſup- 
poſed Miſtake of thoſe that attend on us? 


What is it rouſes our angry Paſſions at every 


real or fancied Miſcarriage of thoſe with 


whom we converſe ? What is the Spring 


of all this Tumult of Soul, this inward Dif. 
turbance, but the vain and exalte; Idea which. 


we have conceived of ourſelves ? as though 
de muſt be exempted from the common 
Laws and Incidents of our frail and mortal 
State! * ; 

Let us colour over our Guilt with the 
kindeſt — 2 it is a certain Truth, 
ride and. E e_near akin, and they. 
are — — together in the Tem- 

r of Men and in the Conduct of Life: 

aſſion and Pride are thus united in the 
— of Sin and in the Rules of Duty, 
both in the Books of Morality and in the 
of Scripture. Prov. Xxi. 24. 
Praud and haughty Scorner is- his N, /ame, who 
dealeth in proud Wrath. Prov. xiii 10. Only: 
by Pride cometh Contention. Indulge the one 
and you ſupport the other: Subdue the one 
and the other is in a great Meaſure eat“ 
ed or ſuppreſſed. Z ne SS +, 

Indeed a Man will much: ſos 2 
his Paſſion than his Pride: Tou will bear 
him ſometimes acknowledging to his Friend, 
It is the Frailey of my Nature, this curſed 
* gray lam a warm and haſty Tem- 


mi per: 
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Str.. 


per: Ny God wh Mun ne mel“ 


But you ſcarce ever hear him ſay, “ This 


«Pride is my Folly, t this Pride is my ſe- 
c α ret Iniquity.““ Vet I was once acquaint- 
ed with 2 Chriſtian of a haſty and paſſionate / 

Temper, who has many Tears fince left his 
Frailties in the Grave, and he would confeſs 
with Freedom and with a becoming Senſe 


of his Sin, that there was go no Paſhon wich- 
aut ſome — of Pride. 75 


VI. If we maidtein a e of our 
ſelves we ſhall be much more ready to prac- 
tiſe Benevolence in a df accrelkec Manner, 5 
and to deny ourſelves for the Tondenency 


of thoſe: about 'us: We fhall not be ever 
rojecting to exalt and gratify Self, nor ſhall 


1 
ve think it ſo hard or painful a Thing to be 


put out of our own Way and our Courſe a 
little, and abate of our own Convenience in / 
ſome Inſtances in order to give ſome a 
Conveniency! to our Friends. 
Selfdenial is one of the firſt Leſſons in the 

School of Cbriſt, Matth. xvi. 24. if any 
Man will come after me, let bim deny bimſelf: 
We muſt learn to mortify our own Humour 
if we would be e Wen or belove: 


| ed of Men. 4 Wo. f ; 


The proud and haughty Man An 
ſo ſelfiſh*that he can never love his Neigh- 


_ as he — to love him, becauſe his 
| "OPT 


350 Advantages of Hum Ster. III. 
1 Opinion of Self riſes ſo high as to deſerve 

and engroſs all his kind A ffections. Let 
him make what Pretences he will to Friend- 
ſhip and Goodneſsy let him labour in Works 
of Beneficence and feed the Hungry and 

clothe the Naked, yet in all his Schemes, 
Contrivances and Labours, he has ſtil "es 
ſecret Deſign fer. his beloved S: As his 
Imagination 'fwells with this dear Idea, ſo 
his Wiſhes and Projects are ever full of it, 
even when he would fain appear to practiſe 
aà diſintereſted Zeal for the Good of others. 
If Self and what belongs to Self is well, all / 
is well: If Self and Family be rich and hap- 
Py, all is right; the Man is tolerably caſy : 
But if any Thing croſs his Purpoſes and the 
. Wiſhes and Humours of his Heart, nothing 
is right, nothing is well: His Complaints , 
hall be heard A and a Men can find 

no Reſt. 
10 if, we Pads but Ep deen his dear 
SELF from reigning, we: ſhould not be ſo 
nafrow-ipirited: and begin and end our Pro- 
jects in the little Circle of Seff: We ſhould 
not fret and ſtorm at every Thing that inter- 
rupts our Pleaſures or that interferes with 
our preſent Deſigns: We ſhould not riſc up 
in Fury nor be laviſh of our loud Reproaches 
againft every Thing that diſturbs our Eaſe 
or our — We ſhall not then think | 
IE cm of fuck Honour and Reve-f = 


rence, "6 


W e ele 0 9d pon try bo 


* 8 2 S 2 8 N. rer 


tions, ſome Deſires, ſome Conveniences, as 
Well as ourſelves; and not imagine that the 


fare of his Inferiors, who reliſhes the Pleaſures ] 


bim made cheer ul and eaſy, though ſome» 


deal with us. He ſcarce ever concerns i 18 


Ck in, Regard of Mews +. ar 
rence,.as though every Thing about us muſt 
be made to ſubmit to our Purpoſes, and 
yield to our Humours. We ſhall be con- 
rent to. permit gthers. to have m Inclina-. 


World was made only. for- our Flealure, + - ; 
nor even the inferior Parts of it merely co 
obey Us. It is only the good and the hum- 
ble + 9 who taſtes cd in the Wel- 


of his Felow-Creatures, and he feels. a real | 
and ſincere Delight — every, one around 


times it may be at the Expence of his on 
Eaſe and Convenience. Theſe are Joys 
which Pride has never taſted. 

The Man of 98 90 Thoughts and Airs 
has very little Acquaintance with the Golden 4. 
Rule of Equity that our Saviour has. given 
us, to deal with others as we deſire them ta 


SE 
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ſelf. to reflect how tenderly he would wiſh 

to be treated, if he were in the Place 

vg whom x bs ones, rudely. . 

will not ſuffer him ſo much as to 

himſelf there. He does not aſk him 

2 * How would this Diſdain, es 7 
ing Inſolence, this Diſturbance and Difs | 

« appointment fit upon my Heart if my 

„eig hbour treated me in n R 

502 Surely 


* EF at 


y Sxor. IIl. 


52 Advantages of H 
Surely no Mortal would reſent it more pain- 
fully than himſelf; and yet he is utterly re. 
gardleſs what Pain he gives to his Fellow. 
creatures by this his ſcornful Behaviour. He 
may call himſelf a Chriſtian, but I know not 


/ who will believe him, while he makes it 


appear to all Men that he has nothing to do 
with that divine Rule of Love which our 
bleſſed Saviour borrowed from Meſes and 


gave to all his Followers : Love thy Neigb. 


vour as thyſelf. bo 
When 1 feel myſelf i impatient '6f the leaſt 
7 Difap intment, when I take no Thought 
to make my Neighbour eaſy, but grow fu- 
Triouſfly zealous to maintain my own Humour 
at the Expence of the Eafe or the Conve- 
niency of all about me, how unlike am I 
to the bleſſed 7e/irs, who had a nobler Sz Lr 


than any meer Creature ; and yet he denied 


It, 'even in the rendereſf Inſtances, of Repu- 
tation and of Life itſelf, for the Good of his 
People ? Rom. xv. 3. Whence St Paul derives 
this holy Inference, ver. 1, 2. We then that 
are ftrong ought to bear the Infirmities of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves: but let every 
one' of us plenſe bis Neighbour for his Good to 
Edification : for even Chriſt ple —— himſelf. 
And the bleſſed Apoſt 
Character to confirm andenforce this Practice 
of Virtue and Goodneſs. 1 Cor. ix. 19—23. 
ue myſelf a Servant to all, that i might 


gain 
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it 


kg 


Lace, 
©. 


Hen, W. in Regard 1 to. Tung 63 
ain the more: To the weak I became as weak, 
that I might win their Souls: I am made all | 
Things to all Men, that 1 might by all Means 
ſome; and this I do, that I may be Partaker 


of tbeBleſſings of the Goſpel together with you. 
© happy Souls, in whom this humble and 


holy Temper prevails | Happy ſouls indeed, 
who are ſo dear to God, ſo much akin to 
Chriſt, and ſo zealous of the Peace and . 
Pn, of Men! 


8 5 E 1 11 oo angie 1 0 3 


s The i args of Humility with Regard 


10 Ourſelves. | 


Tuns 1 hany finiſhed the . Rank of 

Advantages derived from'a low Eſteem 
of Ourſelves, namely, Thoſe. which relate to 
our Fellow-creatures. I come now to conſi- 


der in the laſt Place what are the Advantages 


of this Virtue with Regard to Ourſelves, to our 
2208 Improvement « and Way mes ny: ff ingly 


* We ſhall not. be ſo 1 7 . 
in ould our own Opinions, nor fo incapable. of 
diſcerning or rectifying our Miſtakes, It is 
of conliderabſe Importance to e 


Creature to know that he is liable to a Miſ- 7/ 
an as well as his Fellows, that he may 


ſearch - 


54 Advantages of Humility Sxcr. IV. 
ſearch out and correct his Errors: But the 
Man who is full of Self is never miſtaken 
He has no Opinion to be dropt or altered, 

no Retractation to make: Raſh as he is, pet 

he has no Errors to be corrected, in his own ' 

Eſteem, and therefore he lives kin dies in 

full Poſſeſſion of many Falſhoods; and in the 

daily Practicę of many Follies. Pride i is one 
Vice, but it ſupports a hundred. 

What is it but the over weening ednceit 
of our being wiſer and better than others that 
renders us conſtantly fo tenacious of all our 
Opinions, and deaf to all further Inquiries 
and Reaſonings? What is it makes us ſet 
up for Dictators to the World with ſo much 
 frontleſs Aſſurance, and fix our own Senti- 
ments as a Teſt and Standard of Truth ? All 1 
the learned Sciences and the Affairs of com- ED 

mon Life, Trade and Politicks, Mechanic 

Arts, Poeſy and Morals, are the daily Sub- 1 

jects of theſe infallible Declaimers both at 55 

the Table, and the Coffee-houſe, and in "0 

private Viſits, and yet more eminently at 


— 


the Tavern: There indeed the Wine brigh- Ste 
tens every Idea into Truth, it raiſes the Cou- the 
rage and the Voice together, And eſtabliſnes H 
every Man triumphant in his own nn.  . 
"The vain Creature knows all This 1 
But one would think that the nd and ba 
ſublime Topics of Religion ſhould be treated | E? 

: with # more doubtful. and — 1 ist 

eſty; | 


geſtys eſpecially en for ; had Writers 
themſelves are not very expreſs and poſitive 
in their Determinations. One would think 


there ſhould be ſome Abatements to our 


Confidence, and that we might ſometimes 


ſpeak with a hely Fear and Suſpicion of our 


Underſtandings in Points of the moſt abſtruſe 
and divine Argument, where wife and 
Men have often been divided. Alas for our 
Pride and Folly forour wretched Ignoranoe 
and our ſhameful Conceit! Let Mr Banter, 
who was u Man of great Sagaeity audi a wiſe 
Obſerver of human Nature, ſet it before us 
in this admirable Tetraſtick, wherein the 
Verſes are ar 5 10 e 
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Pot we are ae too iſe to ET) one 
Step back again though it be to lay held on 
the Truth which we have out- run in our 
Haſte to Aſſurance. We have ſametimes 
found it in ourſelves and obſer ved it in others, 


chat the Firmneſs of a pretended Orthodoxy 


Has not been always derived from Light and 
Evidence: Want of Humility in the Heart 
* too often the Reaſon oP" We have no want 

of 


| _s "Abdi W Humility, "Stn, IV. ; 
of Confidence in our Opinions, whether they N 
be true or falſe. The boldeſt and moſt per. | 
emptory Aſſertions are no Criterions of Ic 
Truth: nor are they always the Reſult of / 10 

a ſincere and unbiaſſed Examination, but I 


the Fruit of our own-Conceit and of the high = 
Eſteem of our own Underſtandings: We 7 
are ſure we have been in the Right even from cri 


dur early Tears, or at;;leaſt from the Day | | 
f Manhood, and we. deſire to " no wiſer, by, 
nor can any Man make us ſo- : 
It is granted there may 0 ee Subjecis 6 
Aber have ſeorched to the Bottom, we 1 
have ſeen them through and through; and & 
vy much Labour and Argument we are able 4 
to pronounce upon them with juſt A ſſurance. 
This may be allowed ſometimes even to a 
wiſe and , modeſt Speaker; But what is it, 
my F riends; that emboldens the Bulk of l 
Mankind to talk with ſuch a; deciſive Air 2 
upon all manner of Themes as they do, when 
they have read or ſtudied almoſt nothing of f 
the Matter ? Haſt thou found out, O Mao, 8 
every Truth in the Heights and the Depths, 0 
and known every ſecret. Thing ſo well as to f 
be incapable of miſtaking? What inſpires 
thee to dictate as though thou only wert the 
Man ef Knowleage, and Wiſdom muſt die 
with thee? What is it but Vanity and Ful- 
neſs of Self, that gives any Man ſuch afſum- 
ing Airs and ſuch an over-beariog Manner 


In 


Sgr. IV. in Regard lo Ourſelves. 575 
ey in Converſation, that others muſt not be ſuf. 
er- fered to ſpeak, while he muſt be heard with 

of | Silence and Attention? Nor is Silence and 
of , Attention enough without a ſumiſſi ve Faith _ 
ute = 16 you dare to doubt of what the Tongue of 
oh Pride pronounces, you dare to be impudent 

Ve in his Opinion, and he is ready to tell you 
m ſo to your Face. What is it elſe but this in- 

ay ward Arrogance that caſts a ſcornful Eye on | 
er, * any one in the Company who dares to offer * || 
| at an Argument againſt his Poſitions? And 1 
as a a contemptuous Scoff is thought ſufficient to 
we | refute the nobleſt Reaſoning. What is it but i 
nd Pride and a domineering Spirit that tempts / 

ole any Man to oblige others to bind their Un= 
de. derſtandings and their Conſciences for ever 
bs | down to every Punctilio of his own Opinions, 
3 and reverence every Sentence as though the 
of x Pen of divine Truth had written them ? Hapj 

\ir had it been for the Chriftian World if this i 
en | aſſuming and impoſing Spirit had never been 
of found, . but UL 209 aways on the Heretices 9 
ia, Side! Then we ſhould have had a more cri). 
1s, dent and diſtinguiſhed Token where ſeek | : 8 
to for Truth, that is, where this Pride and Ty- 1 
res rann) of Souls had no P lace. But alas, this | 
he 5918 a vain and fruitleſs Wiſh 1 Every Nation [1 
lie ol Chriſtendom has felt the Infection and the 
. „ Miſchief. Even the old Idol at Rome with 

| all his Infallibility and Thunder could ſcarcely 

er demand more Sovereignty over our Belief 


in Nl. D 8 
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than the poſitive Men of our Age even in 
che Land of Liberty. 10 
What is it but our Pride that . in 
upon the Diſcourſe of many a wiſer Perſon 
chan ourſelves? We are impatient to ſet 
forth our own Talent of talking, and at the 
| ame time to publiſh our Arrogance and 


11 


Shame, and perhaps our Nonſenſe too. 
Truth and Merit are often modeſt while Ig- 
BE norance and Folly ſound their Trumpet, and / 
the Braſs will make itſelf heard while Gold ) 
and Jewels ſhine in Silence. 

What is it but this Fulneſs of Seu that 
makes Perſons ſo unable to bear the leaſt Con- 
tradiction, even in the common A ffairs of 
Life? They grow pale with Anger or kindle \ 
into Rage when any of their Sentiments are 
oppoſed ; they feel the inward Ferment work- = | 
ing and boiling up when their Neighbour | 
dares to be of another Mind: And it is ſel- _ 
dom that they have Power or-Inclination to 
conceal their Reſentment : It generally boils 
over at their Lips and betrays the ſecret Fire. 

Some pallionate Speech, ſome wrathful Word 
or other breaks from their Tongue and gives 
Notice of their Impatience and high Diſplea- | 
' ſure. What is all this but the Fruit of Pride a 
and Self. ſufficience? 4 

If Men had a lower en of themſelves 4 

they would not always maintain ſuch a full 


n that Truth and Juſtice are ever. 7 


— ou Kent % — m* cas uot © wen % 


own 


928 or. Iv ? in ary 9 Ouy od. 8 
10 on their Side, By this aſſuming Bitiavidhe 

- they forbid all Inſtruction, they ſtop all the 

A A venues of Reaſon and Knowledge, by Thaw | 
1 forcher Light might entef into their Suls 
and rectify any miſtaken Sentiment. There 
7 is no Man lies ſo far out of the Road of Illu- 

(f1 - mination and true Wiſdom as he that is alrea- 
; dy very ſure his Opinions are all Sun-beams. 

þ 


Prov. xxvi. 12. Seeft thou a Man wiſe in bis 
con Concett, there i is more . wh a Foot than” 
of him. 
A It is with a- ſecret Pleaſure and inward Ef. f 
7 teem that I have often read thoſe four Lines 
which that excellent Man Dr Jobn Otwen' 
wrote: under his own Bages. 
e 
5 Unbra er Jeadilas Ae; quas Cura lf 
| Relliquias, Studiis aſſidunſque Labor, 54 
| Mentem eee faces ſervantem Limina Veri 


Which may be rendered thus i in Englith, 


This Shadow /hews the frail Remains 
< = Care and Grief and ſtudious Pains, 
The Mind in bumble Poſture waits 
A ſuppliant at Truth's ſacred Gates, 
, To find ſome Gleams of Light appear, 
| + And He that gave it, fees it there. 


What an Elegance of Humility lies couch d / 
; in the laſt Line, as it were retired from the 
Fl Eye of Mat, and ſeen to God only! ; 


D 2 But 
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But let not any of us imagine that a Sub- 
ſcription to his Doctrines of Grace, or a zeal- 

| nions, is a ſufficient Proof of an humble 
rit. We may depreſs and even nullify the 
4 Pride and Power of fallen Man with a Spirit 
of Pride and Self-ſufficiency. - So Diogenes 
the Cynic or dogged Philoſopher is ſaid to have 


of Plato's Bed, and then he boaſted himſelf 
that he had ſunk down and humbled- the 
Pride of Plato: Yes, teplied the more civil 


of Pride. We may talk of our ow Vilenefs 


abaſing Doctrines of the Goſpel with an ar- 
rogant and imperious Temper. . Give me 
[x Man that lays Nature low before God 


, Guilt and Wretchedneſs and Impotence ; 
Lv. who appears to feel every Word that he ſpeaks, 
and his Style and his Airs are all as humble as 
his divine Doctrine repreſents him. It is poſ- 
ſible for us to take the Language of Heaven 
upon our Lips with a Hell of Fire and Pride 


with intolerable and ſhametul F es. 
CFE As a low Eſteem of Self will help us 
guard 


ſet his dirty Feet upon ſome fine Furniture 


under a living Senſe and Conſciouſneſs of its 


ous Vindication of his moſt evangelical Opir 


Philoſopher, and that With a greater Load 


and Nothingneſs with haughty and vain- glo- 
ious Language, and defend the moſt ſelf- 


in our Hearts, and ſupport en TTuthlitſelf 


1 


againſt many Errors of the Mir, ſo it will 
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guard us againſt the Egllies of the Hu merit, 


which are a Vice of the ., The wile and 


lowly Mind has very few Humours or UnTea» 
ſonable Inclinations, and therefore he feels 
but little Vexation or Diſquietude: He can 
conform himſelf to preſent Circumſtances 


without Pain, there is no Difficulty to pleaſe. 


him, he finds an eaſy Chair in ever Room 
of his Houſe. It is the Humouriſt that creates 


expetual Vexation to himſelf as well as to all 


around him: You muſt watch as for your 
Life, if you would never offend him, you 
mult be obſervant of all his Motions and 
comport with every Notice of his Pleaſure: 


You can hardly move or ſpeak, but you 
ſpeak or move amiſs: and if you would 


correct your Miſtake by doing the reverſe of | 


what you did before, this may be quite wrong 


alfo, and it is ſcarce poſſible for you to be 


in the right. 50 qifficult, ſo tireſome; ſo 


impracticable a Thing it is to pleaſe theſe 
vain Animals, theſe -pettiſh or wayward 
Creatures, theſe everlaſting Children, which 
are grown to the Size of Men and Women, 


Methinks I hear them diſdain the Name 


of Chill and reſent my Deſcription : But let 
them go on with their Diſdain and Reſent- 


ment, and ſwell with their own manly Idea: 


Yer let them know that till they put off theſe 
childiſh and humourous Behaviours, they 


— — de Method hee 


as but [ofants in longer Garments, with all 
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their Education again and unlearn theſe Fol- 


among Men of Wiſdom and Goodneſs. What 
Claim, what Pretence has that Man to the 
Eſteem and Love of Men whoſe Conduct is 
inſupportable to all thoſe who converſe or 


and vain Idea he bas of himſelf, that tempts 
him to ſuppoſe, his Will muſt be the abſolute 


near him or concerned with him? 
Let ſuch Perſons declaim, againſt ; 
as often'and as loud as they pleaſe, and argue 
upon the Theme with much Wit and 3 
let them talk of Liberty and Slavery in philo- 
ſophical and juſt Diſcourſes; and appear the 


dom of Mankind, yet if they were exalted to 
a Throne they would be very Tyrants,. and 
the World around them muſt be all their 
Slaves. Native Vice and inbred Iniquity 
would prevail even above their oα good 
Reaſonings, and mold their Prat ice into 
that abſolute Sovereignty and Dominion 
which their own Mind and Conſcience muſt 
ever condemn, and which their own Lips at 
ſpecial Seaſons have ſo plentiful] y and ſo ut! 7 
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that high Opinion and that overgrown Eſteem 
they have of themſelves: They. muſt begin 


lies, if ever they would find ſincere Honour | 


dwell with him? And what is it but the vaſt 


Rule of Duty and Submiſſion to all A are 


moſt forward and zealous Patrons ofithe Free- 


This 


* 


Ster. 1 e ho Ourſelves, by | 


This is ſufficiently evident by their Con- 
duct whereſoe ver they happen to have Power: 
. They are already little Tyrants in their on 
.  liedde Dominions, and if they have but one 
laferior belongs to chem he ſhall know and 
feel that they are Lords and Maſters. If 
their Will be croſſed in ſome common Affair 

5 of Life, their loud Complaints ſhall break out 

at the Windows and the Doors: The Walls 

of the Houſe ſhall echo with the Sound of 
their Indignation, till che Neighbours arc 
alarmed and inquire- into the domeftic Mil- 
chief. You ſhall ſee theſe Sons of Humour 
riſe from their Table in a F. ury and renounce 
their Food: The Breaſt ſwells with inward 

Paſſion and leaves ro Room for the Refreſh- 

ments of Nature: The Servants fly ſcatter- 

ing into Corners for Fear: The Peace f 

their deareſt Relatives is broken, the Order of 

the Family thrown into wild Confuſion, and | 
the Tempeſt riſes ſo high in their on Bo- 
ſom, that it will require ſome Hours to calm 
and compoſe it. Pride and Humour have 
raiſed a Storm, and it is nofmall Labour to 
reduce the Paſſions to Peace, to ſmooth "all 

"the-Billows' that rore and roll within; and to 

mae the Countenance ſerene again. 

And after all, what is the Cauſe of Sis = 
Tomult what groſs and unpardonableCrime 

gave Occaſion for ſuch Reſentment and Vio- 

4 lence? Perhaps Dinner was not ſet upon che 

25! D 4 Table 
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Table exactly at the appointed Moment, the 
Clock has ſtruck five Minutes and the Table 
is not covered ʒ or it may be the Cook has 
not performed her Part to ſuch a preciſe 
Degree of Nicety and Elegance as the Maſter 
expected or as the Miſtreſs had taught her. 


low, it is impoſſible to eat it, and the 
other is nothing but Salt and Fire.“ It 
is ſtrange that for both theſe Reaſons the Paſ- 
ſions muſt burn and the Heart broil with 
Fury: What? ſhall 4 never be gratified 
at my oun Table? Or it is froſty Wea- 
| thei,” and the Plates are not quite warm e- 


40 Muſt I ſtill be ſerved ſo? Have yeall con- 


% Day?“ And yet this Man profeſſes to be 
A Philoſopher, a Man of Virtue; he diſdains 
to be led by that mean and brutal Thing 


tbe Paſſions. I wiſh he could but ſuppoſe 
he had any to be ſubdued. 


the Dining-room which uſed to be for- 


- ſame innocent Mirth at another Time is 
thought to be unſeaſonably introduced. Let 
the Cauſe be what it will, the Ear receives 


the 


„This Diſh is ſo infipid and ſeaſoned fo 


„ and therefore the Maſter kindles; 
4. ſpired that I ſhall- eat à cold Dinner to 


called Appetite, and talks much of ſubduing 


Or perhaps a Word is Walen 0 ſpoken 


* as j 
ah _ EI e ach, 


bidden there; perhaps ſome grave and ſe- 
rious Theme is ſtarted in a jovial Hour, or 


the ſudden 3 Pride feels the Aﬀront, 


122 80 ww CTY we TY V 


in e 40 


Sen eld 
ferments into Wrath, Rink Ta 


the SOL 


gives Reproof in Thunder and ſets the ſofter 


Part of the Houſſiold all in Tears ö 
1* The next Day -@ Plate is let fall from a 
Serbant's Hand, or a Glaſs is broken and 
the Wine ſpilt on the Floor z and if one were 
to jodge of the Miſchief done by the Degree 
ot e ben karg one would be ready 
to imagine that the Pillars of the Houſe 
were ſhaken or thrown down, and the Out- 
cry gaps! Notice of nne Nuin ou 
n, 2K 1 aber 

My W t may _— preſently en- 
quirezi-* Where this — — and 
Where is this wretched Character to be 


=. found? 


1 éconfeſs I vas ne never yet ſo vnhappy as 


to live in ſuch a Family, nor was I ever an 


Eye-witneſs to theſe Diſorders. I muſt ac- 


knowledge alſo that I know not the Perſons 
nor the Door of their Houſe: Perhaps they 


are dead, and the riſing Generation may be 


grown calmer and wiſer: Nor will I preſume 
to ſay where any of their Kindred dwell; 
but J feat we need not go far to ſeek tem. 
It is well if there be any Street in this great 
City which cannot, ſhew us ſuch an Inhabi- 
ante It is well, if a Month can paſs away 


in any Town in Great Britain without ſome 


tuch Ferment of Pride and dara ſome - 
WES; OE LS 3 1 * X40 5 comeſtie 
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66 A wides of Eheniilat lv. 
domeſtic Tumult which has this —y 
Original. 
Mark the rempeſtuous Scene, © my Soul, 
mark it whereſoever. it occurs with juſt and 
everlaſting Abhorrence; and.ſtand aloof from 
the Vice that raifed ir; Purſue and practiſe, 
O my Heart, che lovely Virtue of Humility : 
acquire and maintain a low Idea of thyſelf; 
then thou wilt bear to have thy Humour 
chwarted, and thy on Will oppoſed without 
ſuch clamorous and ſounding Conſequences; 
thou wilt bear the croſs Incidents of Life 
without the Ruffle and Diſturbance of thy 
don inward Powers, without the Pain and 
Terror of thy Kindred and Friends, and 
without giving half the n notice of wy 
Folly(s R FE | ; 
47 nd TON 100 webs ob FG WER 
5 Rr DT; — reprove myſelf here, ard ſuſpet my 
Friends ill reprove me, ſor introdueing ſuch low Scenes 
of Life, and fuck trivial Occurrences into a grave Diſ- 
«courſe... © have put the Matter into the Balances as well 
281 can, and weighed the Caſe, and the Reſult is this. 
General and diflant Declamations ſeldom ſtrike the 
Conſcience with ſuch Conviction as particular Repre- 
ſentations do; and fince this Iniquity often betrays it- 
\ {elf in theſe trivial Inſtances, it is better perhaps to ſet 
them forth in their full and proper Light, than that the 
Guilty ſhould never feel a Reproof, who, by the very 
Nature of their Diftemper, are unwilling to ſee or 
; their own Folly, unleſs it is ſet in 4 glaring 
EW. 
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| boo emen himſelf. He , hears even 


Fool — 
is thwarted; Let the Dog bark and the Or 
bellow when the (brutal- Choler is rooſed 

within them; but remember thou art a Man, 


4 reaſonable Creature, a Chriſtian. It be- 


comes thee well to know thyſelf, and => 
govern thy Conduct and thy Temper.” Do 
not over-rate''thy own Fancy or A oth 


nor be too fond of thy own Will. Be not 
violent in any of thy Deſires : All thy Incli- 


nations and thy Averſions to the indifferent 
and common Things of Life ſhould be but 


feeble and indifferent: Do not thou imagine 


thyſelf worthy of ſuch a profound Subjec- 
tion of the Wills and Humours of all Man- 


kind to thy own Will and Humour. Re- 
member, O my Soul, thou art upon a Level 


with all other Men in the World, in many 
more Inſtances than thoſe few Things ng 


Ne ee has raiſed thee above them. 


III. The Man who has: low Thon ohts of 
himſelf is not ever in Pain to publik his 


own Excellencies, nor ſeeking to proclaim 
his own Qualifications and' Honours, Tho? 
his Zeal for God and his Deſire of the Good 
of Men forbid him to wrap his Talent in a 
Napkin, yet you find him rather backward ! 


at firſt to appear, and not haſty and zealous ; 


. — bis Will 
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547 himſelf, 


zo . roo An "Stray; 

vidence when it calls him 
forth 80 ae and /oine. He is ſo fearful of 
Exaltation among the Great, ſo ſenſible of 
his own-Defects, and pays ſo much Honour 
to his Fellous, that he thinks many a one 
fitter to perform public Offices than himſelf, 
and to ſuſtain public Honours. Leſi than 
the leaſt is his Motto, and therefore he often 
hides himſelf as unworthy to be a and 


51 below: the Notice of the World. 5 
But if the World ſhould happen, to bi ſo 


juſt to Merit and Virtue as to raiſe the hum- 
ble Man from his obſcure Circumſtances, and 


ix him in a Point of Light and Honour, 


be ſhall be the laſt Man that proclaims the 
Juſtice which the World hath done him, and 


aſeribes it all to the Favour of God and Man, 
He carries none of thoſe Meanneſſes about 
bim by which little Souls always diſtinguiſh 
WS themclves, and 


betray and expoſe their 
Folly; for they are vainly fond of their own 
new Title and Character, and ſpeedy in de- 
manding due Notice af it from others. The 
humble Man practiſed the true Sublime in 
his lower . and you ſee nothing exalt- 
ed in him now thougli his inward Worth is 
rendered; more conſpicuous. His Friends 


and his Kindted find him the fame Man ſtill. 


His Garments of Honour ſit cloſe about 


him and ſwell not his Figure or Appearance. 


His Litles Ul nothing to his own Idea of 


. "i S 8 


4 — — 


my ned 4% OM. 6 
But . ſtrange Docttine is this, auh the 
„ Maſter of the Houſe; muſt- I not bear 
Rule in my own Family? Muſt I not be 
b heard, ſays the Miſtreſs, and obeyed by 
986 my own Servants? Muſt not the'Autho- 
«rity of a Father appear among his Children, 
4 and the Mother demand due Honour * 
Ves, by all Means: And the ſuperior Cha- 
racter ſhould always appear and ſhine briglit 
before the Houſhold in the Wiſdom of the 
Command or Reproof, and not by the loud 
- haughty Words or the terrible Airs of 
eprover. The Authority of u Parent 
| a Maſter has but a poor Support where 
it is maintained with Tuch uren N 1 
| Hoily Reſentment. i 
Thus far nenn Wrath mig Tytanny 


of the violent and ſnoroud Kind: Bur Pride : 


and Humour” in ſome Cotnplexions have 
their private and ſullen Airs, as well as in 
others the ſounding and the thamerous ones. 
The Soul may be full of Sir and the Man 
an intolerable Humouriſt, ' and yer never 


ſhake the Foutk e Or affright the Neighbour- | | 1 


hood, Should you happen to croſs his Will 
in a. trifling Inſtance, he puts on a ſudden 
Gloom of Countenance and aſſumes à for- 

bidding Brow- without a ſingle Word from 
bis Lips; and ſometimes it is hard to know 
u hat has offended him. Here the haughty | 
mM N ſullen Humours mingle their curſed 
Influences; 


PE a 


on of Humility: "Seexav.- 
been like a Priſoner in 
Majeſty, the Wretch ſtalks about in dark 
Reſentment and ſupercilious Silence: a ſhort 
and diſdainful Sentence full of Spite and Ran- 
cour and Fire ſhall: break out at certain In- 
tervals and 12 Notice of the Hell within. 
The proud Wrath, which is pent up in the 
Boſom as in a; cloſe and boiling Furnace, 
muſt have Time to vent itſelf;by flow De- 
— 1 in a Day or two, or more perhaps, 
the Ferment may ſubſide and the Man return 
to his Speech again, and to his Hours of 
Buſineſs, of Food and Reſt. But after all 
the poiſonous Leaven is left ſtill within 
and waits only for ſome new Occaſion to 
heave and ſwell and raiſe a freſh Diſturbance. 
=, -name the Mas only. in this curſed and 
hateful Character; if the ſofter Sex ſhould 
And it working in * 3 leave them 
0 their own Reprovers. e , 
Dread the Thoughts, O my — of bub 
a frantic and ſc}f-puniſhing Iniquity. Sup- 
-reſs all haughty Conceits of thy on Worth 
and Grandeur, left meeting with ſome un- 
happy Ferments of Blood and Complexion - 
of Humours they work up inta ſuch a World 
of :'Miſchief. Have a Care of magnifying 
the Image of thyſcIf, and thou wilt not be- 
come a Slave to ſuch unmanly Humovurs 
and ſuch wild and unruly Hurricanes of 
Fr ; * the Spa Child cry and rore 
| becauſe 


+ 
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himſelf, nor do they-- -ermpt. tie. alfa 
any peculiar Airs. He. does not imaging 
tbat his Opinions are no Kay ai ta ſa- 

ceted ot more worthy , to be impoſed, nor 

daes he give a. Looſe 40 any 'of-his Paſions 

with mote Ereedom or Sovereignty. Before 

the Haur of his Advancement he was a Dia · 

mond in a Cabinet, and he ſhone at home and 

gave Light and Beauty to what was near him: 

= now he is the ſame Jewel ſet in a pub- 

| lie Ornament of Gold to glitter .and,give Þ 
I ish te the World, but he ons af be 


| barraws it all from Heaven. Place him on 
bigh and diſplace him again, his conſtant 
FE Buſineſs is to approve himſelf to Gody and 1 
„ te remember that he is but a Man. 
1H gifferent a Character, is this from 
| what Multigudes aſſume, in; our Day? How 
7 .manyicare impatient of Obſcurity and et 
worthleſs gf Obſer vation! They ate daily - 
and hourly puſhing forward into every Com- 
pany and fond of ſhewing themſelyes to the 
5 World betimes, while their Talents are very 
| few and their Furniture exceeding ſlenden. 
be The vain Man is not content to enjoy the 
| common Pleaſures of Converſation, but he | 


1p: 5 
7%; 


aſſumes the firſt Place in it, and affects. to 
-out-ſhine- all the Circle. He is not ſatisfied 
ö to have ſaid a wiſe or a witty Thing upon a 
: proper Occaſion, or to tell it perhaps to a 


| I but without any Occaſion at all, he 
a 1 


n ene 
moſt once a Week repeat his wiſeSayings to 


the World: he makes them often hear his 
Jeſts over again till they are weary, and is 


8 


ever acquainting new Company with the 
pert Repartees that he had made ſome Days 
before. Theſe forward and conceited Crea- 
tutes will make the World know all their 
Talents of Body and Mind, and will eare- 
fully ſpread abroad thoſe Poſſeſſions of Equi- 
page or Tale which help to ſupport their 
Pride: and as à noble Author expreſſes, 
They are ſo top- full of Self that they 
pill it upon all the Company:“ and a 
nobler Perſon than he confirms the Reaſon, 
Out of the abundance of their Heart the Mouth 
ſpeaketh + and ſurely if the Veſſel of the Heart 
were not brim- full of Se, it would not be 
always running over at the Lips. They re- 
gard not the Advice of the wiſeſt of Men, 
Prov, xxii. 2. Let another praiſe thee, and not 
wa; ens. oak he Out be Libs of | 
a Stranger. ' © 
8 Beſides theſe vain "etal 8 3 
we il. there is another Tribe of Creatures who are 
SE as*'vain Adorers of Self; but they put on a 
07 Diſguiſe. that they may more effectually and 
ſecretly ſteure the Praiſes of their dear and 
beloved Idol. You ſhall hear them now and 
then invent an Occafion, without any Inci- 
dent leading to it, to drop ſome leſſening 
ITS concerning — that che Com- 


144% | . pany 


— 


ww am es. an an ad an ot: e oe / . „ ˙ W 64% 


nos 45 -© 


Seen IV. - , 1 Ke.. 4 la Ourſetors... 73 
may Bang them the Pleaſure» of con- 
badling them. It is nat that theſe appear - 


ing $olf-abaſers believe a Word of what they 
e it laid with a Deſire that you 


ſhould believe them when they expreſs their 


tues; but they are exceeding fond to hear 
themſelves talked. of to Advantage, and 


A as Aw. ll. ⅛ MN... A 


1 they give you this Occaſion they ex- 


pect your Civility ſhould incline you to 


take it. Theſe Perſons. are Mars angling 
for Praiſe, and ſome of them Pract! e it. in 


ſo groſs and inartificial a — that the 
Deſign of their. Vanity too - plainly diſco- 
vers FAfelf, The Bait is loſt becauſe the Hook 
appears; and when they have made a Speech 
of their own Unworthineſs, the Company 
ſometimes-is ſo juſt and ſo wiſe as to allow 
them to be in the right, and ſo complaiſant 
as | not to contradict chem: But hon: ha: 


W 
n 


—— i They. 
fiſhed oy ans and to their fore Regret 
they caught the Truth. 

Oo * ſhall this haughty Thing Suu» 


unlearn all its Vanity? when ſhall we be 
content to be unſeen and unnoticed in the- 
World? to be unknown, as Jeſus the Sod 

of God was for thirty Years together? Jeſus - 


the Br 


tent to be unknown in a World which be 
himſelf 


mean Eſteem of their own Talents or Vir- 


ightneſs of his Father*s Glory was con- || 


„ Alvantages of Humility Ster. Iv. 


himſelf created: Ne came into the World, and 
the World was made by bim, and the or 
Tue bim not. When ſhall it be thart-the 
profeſſed Followers of the blefſed'Feſt; ſhall 
dave no vain Boaſters among them, no 


ZSeekers of their own Glory, nor any 76007 


Devourers of their own Praiſes ? The Appe- 

tite of Praiſe, . in the Senſe” of the wiſeſt of 
Men, is like the Reliſß of Honey: To eat too 
much of it takes away the refined Pleaſure, 

and io ſearch out vur own Glory is not. Ghery, 

Prov. xxv. 27. Zut in vain 2 Solomon 
deen preaching to theſe Men from his own 
Age till this Day, fer the Voice of Wiſdom 
1 not heard where Pride and Self maintain 
their Dominion. Tay are dlind and, deaf 
oo all Inſtructors 

Tet it maſt be cogfelbd chere * ſome 
Hours and Occafions, there are ſome Com- 
panies und Occurrences in Life, whith make 
ir proper and almoſt neceffary to ſpeak of 
onesſelf do Advantage: Prudence and Reli- 
gion ſhouid direct us how to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


Seaſons and thoſe Oecaſibns-. A wiſe Man 


when he is conſtrained to ſpeak of his own 


even aſhamed to ſpeak what is neceſfary for 
his own Vindication, left it appear like Vanity 
_ * See notably” eren 


Character or to ſupport his o.] Honour, 
eels à ſort of inwatd Uneaſineſs leſt he mould 
be taken for à Vaitietorious Fool, and is 


r 


% 
11 e 


Ster V. in Regard in Ourſchnes, 75 | 
in the Conduct of St Paul, the greateſt f 
the Apoſtles, Who was furniſhed, with more 
fublime Talents and bleſſed with more illvſ- 


\ 


triqus Succeſs than all the Meſſengers of the 
"himſelf % than the leaſt. of all the Sans, 
Was once reviled by ſome Upſtarts in the 
- Coritut bian Church, who pretended to rival {|} 
his Office, and thus they lead his Converts Þ} 
away from the Truth: Then he was 
vcompelled to produce his own Credentials, 
to diſplay his own. divide Commiſſion, and 
to make his ſoperior Qualifications known 
= the People: See 2 Car. chap. xi. NF. *Þþ 
5, 6, I ſuppoſe I was not a whit thebind * 
be very .chiefeſt Apoſtles, thongh I ben rule 
in Speech, yet not in Knowledge : vos bh Ce 
been throughly made manifeſt among you in ail 
Tings: and; then he receunts his abundant 
Labours, his abundant Sufferings, and his 
Services to Cbriſt and Souls: But mark how- 
often this Man of bhravenly Wiſdom repre- 
ſents this his Conduct as acting like a Foal, 
and he ſeems to bluſh at himſelf while he 
boaſts himſelf a lilile; ver. 16. &c. Det 6 
Man ihink me a Fool indeed ; but i, you will 
think me ſo, then a4 à Fool receive me and 
permit me to proceed fooli/oly in this Confidence 
of boaſting : Are my Rivals 1/raelites 2. Ss am 
J: are they Miniſters of Chriſt ?2 1 ſpeak. as 
Z a Fool, I am more: In Labours, in Suffet- 
2 engs, 
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as galls the'T 
can bear with more Baſs that others ſhould 


them can ever pretend to. Boaſting of ones- 
ſelf, in the Judgment of a great Apoſtle, is 
ſo foolih a Thing, that when: Wiſdom itfelf 


. requires him to practiſe! it, he is quite aſhamed 


50 it, and almoſt- 1 075 chat he mall be 


taken for a Fool. 
It is the Sentiment of a very Gris French 


Author, Mr Paſchal, that tt true Philoſophy 
8 teaches Men to be humble, to conceal 
„ Self, to baniſh the Word 7 for the moſt 


20 Part out of our Converſation; but Chriſ- 
40 tianity and the Goſpel have nullified and 
«and deſtroyed it. Vet, alas! what 


"would ſome Perſons have to ſay in Company, 


if you cut off from their Lips the beloved 
Theme of Sxir? What could they find to 
talk of, if you debarred them of all the 
Language of Pride and Envy: the Language 
of Pride, wherein Sal r is perpetually exalted, 
and the Language of Envy, wherein their 
Neightonrs are leſſened and reproached . 


IV. The Man who has a low Opinion of - 


himſelf is not ſo often affronted : he does 
not ſo eaſil Take Uffence ; and When he meets 
with” teal Diſgrace” and Contempt, he does 
not feel ſo ſharp and nel 4 Senfation of it 
carts ns of Pride. He 


2 8 n of him becauſe he firſt thinks 
meanly 


75 q Advantages of Hunility Sher IV. 
"ings, in Deatbs, more abundant than all 6f 
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proaches: he learn to bear the Scandal of 


1 Szer; IV. in Regard 10 O irfelves. 77 
meanly of himſelf: he is much bettet fitted 
to go through the World, where every one 


muſt meet with ſome Trials and ſome Re- 


the World with a happy Indifference, be- 


cauſe he is not ſo ſolicitous about their Ap- 
Rau: he does not lie ſo much expoſed to 

iquieting. Paſſions; by any Inroads made 
upon bis Honour and Fame, | becauſe he has 


a low Eſteem of . himſelf, and is conten 


without Fame and Honour. = 


: But the proud and vain Creatures who are 


full of SeLe, and have a high Efleem of their 
own Perſons and. their Qualifications, . you 


van hardly ſpeak either to them or of them, 


/ 


ſome are ſo. humouriome in their Pride that - 


the very Manner of this Submiſhon muſt be 
polite and faſhionable, muſt be agreeable to 


their Fancy, or elſe they are affronted and 


his own Quality entitles him to it. 


their Choler is raiſed, The Man of Vanity 
imagines bis Character and his Figure fo ex- 
alted, as though he had a Right to claim Ho- 


nour from all around him; and upon this 


Account he has an unhappy Right to aſſame 


o., himſelf more Affronts than gthers, and 
to vex himſelf with many Reſentments above 
and beyond his Neighbouts: The Idea of 
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Well, Let the vain Man ſwell thus with 


his own Idea, his Grandeurs and his Ho. ö 


nours, let him maintain and exereiſe this 


painful and vexatious' Right of continual 


Reſentment, while the God of Heaven fills 
my Heart with Humility and Peace. Then 
ſhall 1 ſtand aloof from theſe honourable. 
Follies, and be delivered from this diſquiet- 
ing and uneaſy Conſciouſneſs of my own 
Merit: I ſhall be free from this troubleſome- 
and- tormenting Right of taking Offence at 
every Thing: I ſhall no more. reſent the 


little ſuppoſed Neglects of my Inferiors, 


nor teize my own Heart with thoſe Shadows 
of an Affront which a vain and buſy Fancy 
can create hourly, Grant, O my God, thou 
Father of my Spirit, that there may be no 
dark Corner in my Heart to keep ſuch helliſh 
Tinder in it, left I ſhould be kindled and 


fired with way lying Spark. 


1 The Man . is not wont to raiſe a 
great and bigh Idea of himſelf can much 


more eaſily content himſelf in a middle 


Station of Life, without a fond and anxious 
Purſuit of Wealth and Grandeur either for 
himſelf or for his Houſhold. He can reſt 


fatisfied in a mean Eſtate, if the Providence 


of God ſo appoint it; for what is there in 
me, ſaith he, to deſerve or expect Riches 
or Greatneſs among Men? But he that car- 
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ries about him an exalted Image of his own 
Wotth is puſhed on by Ambition to climb 


up to Pinnacles, and to venture upon Me- 


thods dangerous to his Soul and Conſcience, 


in order to acquire Wealth as the Support 


of Equipage and Grandeur, It is hardly 


poſſible for a Mortal to be full of Self, but 
be muſt be Worldly-mind d: Whereas if 


we are Chriftians and the Sons of Heaven 
in this vain and periſhing World, God 
ſpeaks-to us for the moſt Part as he did to 
Baruch, Jer. xlv. 5. Seckeſt thou e things 


for thyſelf, ſeek them not. 
Stand thou, O my Soul, among the 
Ranks of humble Chriſtians; look on thy- 


ſelf as a Pilgrim and Stranger here; travel 
as. a Foreigner through this dangerous Wil- 


derneſs, and having Food and Raiment to 


ſupply thy Wants 40 ſupport thy Journey, 


be content. It is not of much Importance 


whether thou acquire large Treaſures of that 


ſort of Coin which will not paſs in the City 
to which thou art De nor can ever 


be remitted to thee by any Forms of Ex- 


change. It is not of great Moment whe- 
ther thou receive Titles and Honours among 
Foreigners in this ſtrange Country: Theſe 
Honours" and Titles are the Contempt of 
Angels, and are of no Account in thy na- 
tive Land, for thou art born from above. 
LAS e the Views and Hopes of thy. fair 


Inheritance 
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= , of ans Sker. lv. 
Inheritance on high, of Honours prepared 
for thee at home in thy Father's Houſe, 
among the Sons and Daughters of God, 
among the Angels of Heaven, and Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. 

Alas! how contrary is the Spirit of a 
| Chriſtian to the Spirit of this World! The 
one 1s all for Self and Shew and Grandeur, 
the other abaſes Self, lies at the Foot of God, 
and is content without Honour from Men, 
This Fulneſs of Self is oppoſite to the very 
Temper of the Goſpel, © which requires us 
to be poor in Spirit; and yet how ready are 

we to indulge it? how few are there among 
thoſe who take up the Name of Chriftian 
that watch againſt this Vice and Jabour to 
ſubdue it? Which of us can Jay his Hand 
upon his Heart and ſay, 7 here is no o Pride 
| dwells bere? n 


eee 
u (1; Vo 


The Pretences of the Poor d Ke. aun 


1 PON this Challenge there are two ſorts 
of Men that riſe up and deny the Charge, 
and with their Hand on thei Heart ſo- 


e declare, There is 10 Pride en 
them, 


ger. v. the Po Poon, &c. Anfeered.. 81 
d them. Theſe are the Peer and the Faint- 
e, hearted... Let us ſee what chair Tretences are 
= to avoid this general Accuſation. | 
ts Can I be proud, ſaith. the poor Wretch: MH 
= * labours for his daily, Bread, and can ; 
2 hardly. procure it? If you. would ſearch for 
ie | Pride you muſt go to Palaces and knock 
„ at the Gates of Quality. It is only. the 
d, Great and chę. Rich among Mankind who. 
n. look big and deſpiſe their Neighbours, They 
ry who proſper. in the World, and increaſe in 
us Riches, who are ſurrounded with Servants, 
re and would be worſhipped as little Gods. Jt 
ws | is their Eyes which ſtand: out with Fatneſs, 
in | and becauſe they have more than Heart could 
to wiſh, Pride compaſſeth. them about as u Chain; 
nd It is they who talk loftily, and ſet their Mouth 
de againſt the Heavens, they. ſpeak wickedly con- 


cerning the Oppreſſion- of the Poor: But what | 
Pride can be found with us? Our Clothing 4 
+ is mean and tattered, our Food is coarſe | 
and ſcanty, we have nothing to boaſt of, 
for we have hardly enough to live upon, 

and therefore we muſt needs be humble. 
But ſearch thy own Heart, O Man of Po- 
mw verty, nor let the Poor,,.amons Women 
neglect the ſame inward Inquiry, Tell me, 
- art thou content with that low Station in [ 
1 which God, hath placed thee? Doſt thou 


5 not fancy thyſelf to have deſery mething 
0 Aeg Doſt . ſubmit to the Will of 
NL, E Wn 
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e eee af - Sxer. v. 
God as ite: in making thee Poor and not : 
Rich, a Servant and not a Maſter ? Art 
thou ſo well acquainted with thy Sins and 
PFollies as to lie low at the Foot of God, 
and receive all the little Portion that he 
gives thee as from meer Grace? Art thou 
thankful for every Mercy, and patient un- 
der all the preſſing Afflictions that attend 
low Eſtate? Doth thy Heart never riſe 
againſt God the Governor of the World, 
nor repine at his Diſpenſations as though 
he had not treated thee” according to thy = 
Merit? Art thou humble enough to receive 
Alms, if God hath given thee nothing of 
thy -own ? And art thou willing to be be- 
holder to others for thy daily Bread, and 
to accept thy Portion in that way wherein 
God is pleaſed to diſpenſe it, without mur- 
muring; he that promiſes his Childten in 
this World Food and Raiment, has never 
promiſed to give it them without Depen- 
dence: There is no Promiſe which binds 
him to maintain ay Pry” and 4 2785 Pride 


£00. * 4 
ole, "ey us Tearth a Perle cher | Thou | 


canſt not ſwell among the great Ones, nor 
ralk* much of thyſelf among thy Superiors, 
but doſt thou never vaunt thyſelf- among 
thy Equals, and affect a Superiority and 
Eſteem above them? Doſt thou not aggran- 
| dize thyſelf” and aka in thy little Station 


u BY” 
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Ster. V. the Poor, e. Anſtbered. 83 
upon ſome ſuppoſed Excellencies, either of 
Beauty of the Face, or Strength of Limbs, 
or Sharpneſs of Wit, or Tallneſs of Stature? 

Or perhaps thou art vain enough to betray 

thy Pride even in the Tokens of thy Servi- 
tude, becauſe thy Livery is finer or has 
more Lace upon it than the Coat of thy 
Neighbour? Aſk thyſelf again, doſt thou 
never ſet up for a chief Talker in Com- 
pany, and doth thy Heart never preſume 
that thou art wiſer than thoſe above thee, 

_ without any uſt reaſon for it? Canſt thou 
bear to be commanded by others, and con- 
tradicted by others, and reproved by others, 
without an inward riſing Ferment of Wrath, 
and without returning a word of raſh Pro- 
vocation? Art thou never inclined to Rage 
and Paſſion when thy Ears take in a Re- 
proach? Canſt thou bear an Injury with 

ſuch humble Silence, and forgive thy Ene- 
my as a Chriſtian ought to do? Art thou 
not as ready to give or to take Offence as 
any of the Rich and the Great? And is it 
thy Hum tat inclines Thee to take Of- 


CY: 00 9 3. h T ̃ ̃ Ä 0 WP ↄ i! 5. "© OY Oe" CO OR a Ss. 


"El fence or to give it? Where there is little 

r Forbearance and little Care to pleaſe in ear 

5 Conduct, ſurely there is ſome Pride at Heart. 

5 Upon the whole, I ſuſpect there are more 

d - Quarrels and Contentions among the pooreſt / 
_ and meaneſt of the People, than among the 
n Rich and the High-born: And the wiſe 

* * 12 | Man 
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Contention.“ The polite Education of 


the Great teaches them to imitate Humility 
and good Humour, and by this Means many. 
a Quarrel is prevented; whereas the Poor, 


who have been unbred and untaught, be- 


tray their Pride often, and often ruſh into 


+ 


clamorous Contentions. 


Let me aſk thee yet farther, Art thou 


not too fond of ſome Pre-eminence and Ho- 
nour, even on a Dunghil? Doft thou ne- 
ver deſpiſe in thy Heart, and diſdain thoſe 
who ſeem to be inferior to thee in any re- 
ſpect? Art thou not too much afhamed of 
ank of Life where God has placed 


t 
thee* 
Duties of Religion, or Duties of common 
Life, merely becauſe thou canſt not make 
ſo good a Figure among Men 'as others do, 


and as thou defireſt ? Art thou never hu- 


mourſome and ſelf-willed, never obſtinate 


and unreaſonably poſitive, anſwering thy 


Superiors with Wrath and Rudeneſs? Art 
thou never gloomy and ſullen after a Re- 
buke? Is not thy Spirit fretful when thy 
Will is croſſed, and thy Humour thwarted ? 
Doſt thou never meditate Reyenge? _ 
And now tell me, O Son or Daughter of 
Poverty, tell me, haſt thou no Pride? haſt 


thou none of theſe Symptoms of this mortal 


Malady ; No Spots of this Defilement of 


— m 


| 84 N The retences 7 Ser. V. 
Man ſays, © It is only from Pride cometh 


Hoſt thou never abſtain from any 


Soul 


Steer. V. the Poon, bee. e, 
Soul? 'No Sharz in this Univerſal Crime of | 
the Children of Alem 7 Doſt thou think - * 
that Pride never inhabits a Cottage, and 
never travels but in Chariots and Coaches? 
Art thou ſo weak as to imagine that a thread- 
bare Garment muſt needs cover an bumble 
Heart? 
When thou haſt honeſtly 8 all theſe 
Inquiries which 1 have pointed out, I hope 
thy own Heart will- unlearn this Miſtake, 
and teach thee that thou haſt not eſcaped 
this general Guilt and Folly. - Some of 
the pooreſt of Mankind have happened to 
be ſome of the proudeſt in my Obſervation 
that Jever met with, and it is poſſible that 
others have made the ſame Remark. 
Let us inquire next of the faint-bearted 
| Man, the Coward of Soul, who flatters his In- 
firmity, and thinks fimſelf to be all Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs. I own, ſaith he, I 
have a Tenderneſs for myſelf, but I have 
no Pride. If I am injured and reproached, 
Jcannot well bear it, but Tam all in Tears; 
I tremble and anſwer not again; my Soul 
ſinks within me at the Words of Slander, | 
and I die at the Voice of a proud Oppreſſor : 
ſurely this Heart of mine is humble. ” 
But tell me, O Man, if thou hadſt Cou- 
rage and Power to revenge the Affront, x 
wouldſt thou be thus patient? If thou hadſt 
W. and Oy in the World to ſup- 
* 3 1 
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96 Nie Prelences , Srxer. V. 
Port thee, wouldſt thou not retort the Re- 
proaches of thy Adverſary, and look down 
. with a ſort of Diſdain upon him who now 
diſdains thee? It is Impotence then and 
Cowardice, but not Humility, which makes 
thee imitate Patience and Meekneſs. It is 
Abjectneſs of Spirit and want of Power, 
and not Chriſtian Lowlineſs, that renders 
thee fo filent under Injuries. Chriſt Jeſus 
could command Legions of Angels to 
ceſtroy his Blaſphemers ! yet when he was 
reviled, he bore it patiently, and reviled not 
again: be endured the Contradiction of Sinners 
- againſt himſelf. But tell me, Friend, doſt 
thou never revile thoſe in ſecret who have 
reviled thee in public? Art thou not impa- 
tient and inwardly fretful under the Hand 
of God or Man beyond all reaſonable De- 
 grees? Are not thy Lips open in Slander, 
where thoſe whom thou ſlandereſt cannot 
hear thee? Art thou not ready ſometimes 

to take Offence at ſome innocent Words 
that are ſpoken, and where perhaps an Af- 
front was never deſigned ? How doſt thou 
bear a Contradiction to thy Sayings, or Op- 
poſition to thy Will? Doſt thou not kindle 
into ſecret Reſentment, and let Wrath burn 
inwardly on ſuch Occaſions? Doth not thy 
Boſor ſwell with Indignation at ſuch a 
Seaſon, though thou art afraid to vent it? 
What is it but an exceſſive Tenderneſs for 
N 25 5 thyſelf, 


ts. tbe Poon, ce. Anfeoered. 89 
thy ſelf, and undue Love of Honour and 
Applauſe, and the high Opinion that thou 
haſt formed of thy Worth, that makes thee 


bear Contempt and Reproach ſo ill, and die 


under a Word of Slander?ꝰ 
Say again, What is it but the Pride of 
thy Heart that tempts thee never to ac- 


knowledge a Miſtake, but always to colour 


it over with a Semblance of Truth? Art 
thou a Son or a Daughter of Eve, and yet 
infallible and not capable of miſtaking? 


Canſt thou ever look back and remember 
the Time when thou didſt readily confeſs 
any Folly, or ſay, I was miſtaken or I ad 
amiſa and yet has not thy Heart been ſome- 
times ſenſible that thou wert in the Wrong? 


What is it but Pride then that makes theſe 


Words fo hard to be pronounced? Is it 


not thy Vanity of Mind, and unreaſonable. 


Eſteem of thyſelf that forbids thee even to 
ſee thy Error, or to confeſs thy Fault, while 


all that are. around thee behold thy Miſtake 
and thy Miſconduct? Is it thy. Humility 
that makes thee abound ſo much in thy 


own Senſe? Is it Humility that raiſes ſuch 


an, Anguiſh of Heart, and ſuch a painful 


| Vexation within, when thou art treated 
with ſmall Indecencies by thy fellow Crea- 
_ tures? Is it Humility that ruffles thy Tem- 
per, and tears thy Spirit when thou art not | 
_ eſteemed and honoured according to thy 


4 Worth? 


Worth? or is it not rather an exceſſive and 
criminal Tenderneſs for Self, and oo 
value of thy own Merit? That is but 


poor Preterice to Virtue indeed that cannot 
ſupport itſelf Noe". an Affront from a _ 
Tow-Worm. © 

I will readily Pot that the Rich and the 
Mighty, and the Bold and the High- ſpirit- 
ed, and the High- born among Men, lie 
much more under Temptations to Pride; 


are more frequently guilty of this Iniquity; 
but if we would all of us ſearch our Hearts 
honeſtly, and examine our Conduct by ſin- 


in high or low State would be able to excuſe 
ourſelves from this univerſal Contagion and 
Guilt, this original Degeneracy and over- 
; r Blemiſh of Wenn —_— 


"$8 " Ibo Protencio of - . Sher. V. 


Virtue that cannot bear to be deſpiſed, bur 
faints under a Word of Contempt and Scorn; 


it is the very Sin of their Conſtitution or 
their Condition in Life, and perhaps they 


cere Inquiries, there is not one of us either 
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Anons all the. Hans that God sen 

made there have never been but three 
entirely free from this Stain and Poiſons 
two of them were the Hearts of Alam and 
Eve in the Day of their Inngcenee and 
happy had it been for us, if Pride had ne- 
ver found an Entrance there. The third 
was the Heart of the Man Jeſias, who is God's 
moſt beloved Son. It Was amazing Hu- 
mility indeed in this glorious Perſon the 
Son of God that he would condeſcend to 
be born a Son of Man; that he ſhould leave 
the Boſom of the Father and all the Glories 
there, to dwell in Fleſh and Blood: and when 
he entered our World there was nothing 


ans 


the Marks of deep Abaſement : He bec 


/ the Child of a poor Maid in Galilee; he was 


— to be born in a Stable, for there 
was no Room for him in the Houſe: He 


lay down to take his firſt Nap in a Manger, 


' below the Rank and Condition of Men; 
and as though: he: were: a Companion for 
meaner Creatures, he b his Dwelling 


from 
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| Toe Humility of CHRIS Seer. Vl. 
from the Ox and the Aſs. This was the 
Accommodation, this the Preſence-Cham- 
ber of the King of 1/rae/, of the Son of God. 
Come let us thus contemplate the glorious 
Humility of the bleſſed %s, the humble 
Infancy of our adored Saviour, and ler us 
become Infants and humble. 

Let us follow and obſerve him in * 
Progreſs of Life, when he appeared as a 
—— Carpenter, when he ſweat and la- 

ured in the Trade of his Father Joſepb, 
when: he aſſiſted him, as ancient Hiſtory 


informs us, to make Yokes for Oxen, and 


lived in a lowly Cottage ſuited to thoſe 
 Cireurnſtances. No Rooms of State, no 
rich Hangings, no Carpets or Furniture 
of Sitk and Gold, no coſtly and glittering 
Things about bim. And when he began 
bis Miniſtry, he travelled through the 
Country on Foot to preach his divine Goſ- 
pel, when he might have been borne on the 
Wings of Angels. He was content with 
mean Lodging in the Tents of Fiſnermen, 
and ſometimes tbe Lord of | Glory bad not 


where ta lay bis Head. Heinever accepted 


but of one gaudy Day in the Period of his 
Life, and then his h luce Triumph was 
to ride upon the Colt 


* Fi? 911 the 


an Aſs into —— 
diem: his Way was ſtrewed with Branches of 
Tees, and the Garments of the Poor, and 
de was attended with a ſhouting: Train of 


„„ c a- we. 


m „1c 
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e the lower Rinknief⸗ WEL People: But his 
1- more conſtant Dwelling was in Cottages, 
Mp and his Aceoutrements betrayed , univerſal 
18 Poverty and Meanneſs: An obſcure Life 
le on Earth vailed the Majeſty of the King of 
18 Heaven: Contempt and Scorn, Infamy 
a and Reproach were his daily Companions 
* in the Streets of Jeruſalem, — his Table 
a and his Lodging were with poor Fiſhermen 
a in Galilee, the moſt contempritile: Park bi all 
= the Country of the Zews. 57 
ry And l let it be-obſerved here, dine, every 
id Inſtance of Meanneſs and Poverty in the 
ſe Life and Circumſtances of the bleſſed Jeſus 
10 was a diſtinct Token of the Humility ot his 


2 Soul, for it was choſen Poverty, it was 
2 aſſumed Meanneſs: When he was rich in 
an the Glories and Splendors of his Father's 
he Court in Heaven; he laid them all: aſide 
. for our Sakes, and became poor: on Earth, 
he that through bis Poverty" we be be made 
th rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

nz What a ſhameful 1 a Diſgrace, 
10 what divine Contempt has the Son of Gad 
ed caſt on all the Luſtre and Glory of this 
Is 

AS 

q- 

of 

nd 

of 

he 


World by his Choice of ſo mean Accom- 
modations and ſo poor an Equipage? What 
2 holy Diſdain of all earthly. Grandeur and 
Magnificence | ſhould we learn from the 
Incarnation. and Life of the holy Jeſus? 
en Mranneſn and Poverty ſhould: mw 
1 their 


le ae Appearances, und ſeem al- 
— an amiable Sort of Apparel to us when 
"Wi ee they 3 worn by” the Son 
of God. © Ie 
Think with ehyſelF; 0 my Soul, What if 
2 thou art not ſeated among the glittering 
Idols of this World, the Men of Figure 
and Quality and exalted Station? Remem- 
ber the bleſſed Jeſus was thy Forerunner 
in a low and humble Rank of Life; Jeſus, 
Who went through the Deeps of Abaſement 
to the Temple tr, the highet Honour ; and 
divine Wiſdom aſſures thee that Before Ho- 
aur. is Humility,” Prov. xv. 33. What if 
thou haſt not the Favour of the Rich and 
the Society of the Great Ones of the Earth? 
Doſt thou not hear the Promiſe of the God 


of Heaven and feel the divine Encourage- 


ment wirh ſurprizing Delight ? Th /ait 


#herhigh and lofty One that inhabits Eternity, | 


«whoſe Name" is boly, I dwell in the high and 
boly Place: With him alſo" that is of a contrite 
and: bumble Spirit will I dwell, Iſa. lvii. 15. 
1 will be his Life and his Support. The 
Soul that is truly humble upon religious 
Principles, when he is caſt out of the Com- 
pany of the Great and the Wealthy with 
Scorn, is a Partner of the Sufferings of the 
holy Jeſus, is an Imitator of his Virtues, 
and he ſhall ſhare in his ſacred Honours : he 


_ have the great arid bleſſed God _ 
own 


2 W <_ r VI. N 
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down and dwell with him here on Earth. - 
to enrich him with Grace, and he ſhall be 
raiſed to dwell for ever in the Courts of 


| Heaven with God and Wich his Sog Jeſus, 


who is the Lord of Glory. 
Think yet further, 8 my Soul, what if 


thy Station and Place in the vilkle Chapel 


ſhould be low and mean, as a Door-keeper 
in the Houſe of thy God, this will not give 


thy Heart any ſenſible Diſquietude, while 


thou canſt aſſume St Paulis Motto in my 
Text, Leſs than the leaſt of all the Saints. 
Jeſus and his Diſciples were even caſt out 


of the Synagogue, Jobn ix. 22. Luke iv. 28, 
Vet he was the firſt beloved Son of God, 


and the Chief of all the Saints both in the 
lower and in the upper Worlds Look up; 
my Eyes, and behold him now on the 


Throne of Heaven, and there alſo the hum, 


bleſt among the holy Ones fats nęareſt to 

his Majeſty; for that Seat is ꝑrepared for 

thoſe Who are moſt like himſelf. 
Labour hourly to ſubdue thy Pride ous 


Fulneſs of Self, O my Soul, purſue the 


Grace of Humility here below in the deep- 
eſt Degrees of it, and this ſhall prepare 
thee for ſome exalted Station on high. I 
am verily perſuaded the Man who "called 


_ himſelf the leaſt of Saints in this World has 


a Place of Honour provided for him among 
the bigheſt 1 in the World above; and per- 


haps 


| Hus 2 of Cann, Sz6riVI 
live be fits next to the right Hand of Jeſ 
who is enthroned. an, at the right Ha i 
of God. 
1 Farewel thin Vanity and Pride e 
ye Scenes of Grandeur, ye flattering an 
fading Glories of this Life! Farewel ye vai 
and ambitious Titles among my Fellow 
Worms! Be my Ears deaf and my Hea 
dead to all the noiſy Pomp, to all the ſound 
ing Honours of this World! Let me b 
an humble and a holy Follower of the hol 
and the humble Feſus J adore him, I love 
? him, I would fain be more like him. He 
is my divine Example, and my Forerunne 
tothe W orld of Joy above: He has aCrown 
there provided for every humble Soul, a 
Crown which ſhallnever fade: he las Nemel 
of Dignity for all his Saints, but on his 
own'' ſacred Head are many Crowns: To 
his Name belong ſuperior Honours s To the 
Lamb that was ſlain aſcribe Glory and Ma- 
jeſty and per err for ever "006 
Ae) mr ' 
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